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CHAPTER 1
GENERAL
1. PURPOSE. 3. CONTENT.

This manual is based on the provisions of AR 600
550. It shows in detail the administrative procedures
connected with taking care of deceased personnel
within the continental United States, excluding
Alaska.

2. SCOPE.

a. This includes simplifying the reporting proce-
dure, expediting actual disposition of remains and
personal effects, and presenting of complete and
accurate instructions and illustrations of necessary
actions.

b. The reduction of paperwork accomplished by
this manual is evidenced by the substitution of 3 basic
forms for 12 forms. The consolidation and elimina-
tion of other forms is presented graphically as follows:

Important changes to the basic procedure relating
to deceased personnel within the continental United
States, excluding Alaska, set forth in AR 600-550, are
introduced in this manual as follows:

a. The Adjutant General will, in all instances, pre-
pare the official War Department Report of Death,
WD AGO Form 521, because—

(1) Completely accurate reports of death are nec-
essary.

(2) Only The Adjutant General maintains those
201 files which contain all information needed to
check the above report for all personnel.

b. A follow-up procedure on reports of investiga-
tion, where required, is established because—

(1) Delayed reports of investigation also delay the
preparation of the official report of death.

(2) Until the Finance Officer, U. S. Army, receives
the official report of death, he cannot make arrange-
ment for payments of 6 months’ gratuity and arrears

¢. The organization in possession of the service or

1 records prepares all reports, with the excep-
tnon of the official War Department Report of Death,
whenever possible.

4. ARRANGEMENT.
In the following sections, deaths occurring in un-

Forms
of pay.
Old | New
13 8
6 2
5 2 1
Inventory of effects—Reports of summary caurls,

and related action. 5 1 1
Personnel forms. b7 4
5 1
Fatall. e SN S T e e 1439 17

Signatures and copies have been correspondingly re-
duced. Forms have been redesigned for use in the
standard typewritér and to allow ample space for
entries.

usual circumstances, such as those resulting from
aircraft accidents and those taking place on a troop
train, are discussed before deaths occurring at posts,
camps, and stations. Materials have been arranged in
this manner to indicate what immediate steps must be
taken before routine procedures can be followed at the
home station of the deceased.
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CHAPTER 2
NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR DECEASE DUE TO AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

5. AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT.

In the case of an aircraft accident, the Army post
locating the remains of the deceased will not neces-
sarily have personnel records essential to make notifi-
cation to the emergency addressee or to prepare the
telegraphic report of death to The Adjutant General.
Therefore, the Army post nearest the scene of the
accident will notify the emergency addressee, if nec-
essary information is available. However, if such
information is not available, the home station of the
deceased personnel will be notified. That station in
turn will notify the emergency addressee and also

advise the Army post where the remains of the de-
ceased are located of the name and address of the
emergency addressce. The Army post handling the
disposition of the deceased is authorized to communi-
cate with the emergency addressee to provide for such
disposition and to make such other arrangements as
may be necessary. The home station of the deceased,
normally in possession of the personnel records, will
make the telegraphic report of death to The Adjutant
General. See figure 1 for a graphic presentation of
the above procedure.
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NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR DE-

FIG. 1
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CEASE DUE TO AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT
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CHAPTER 3
INITIAL NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR DECEASE

OCCURRING ON TROOP TRAINS

6. Most state laws prohibit moving a deceased person
across a county or state line until the local authorities
have been notified and the remains have been properly

balmed. The p d llowing provides that
the troop train commander place the deceased in the

nearest undertaking establishment, notify the emer-
gency addressee by wire, and notify the nearest Army
post. If the nearest Army post is not known or is
distant, he notifies the service command in which the
remains are located. Having been advised by the
nearest Army post or the service command by tele-
phone that aid is being sent to arrange for disposition
of the deceased and to provide for necessary notifica-

tions, the troop train commander proceeds to his
destination.

7. If the troop train commander has available an
officer whom he can detail to stay with the deceased
until aid arrives, he may do so. The nearest Army post
or service command will furnish the necessary written
orders detaching the officer.

8. For decease occurring to a patient en route while
accompanied by a medical attendant, a similar proce-
dure is followed.

9. See figure 2 for a graphic presentation of the above
procedure.
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1AL NOTIFICATIONS REQL

DOCUMENT
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SERVICE COMMAND

SECTION 2.  DECEASE OCCURRING
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DECEASE OCCURRING ON TROOP TRAINS
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CHAPTER 4

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE FOR DECEASE IN
U. S. ARMY HOSPITALS

10. A Hospital Report of Death, WD AGO Form
52-9, and the Standard Certificate of Death of the
State Department of Vital Statistics will record along
with the notification to the commanding officer, when
required, all the administrative reports necessary when
death occurs at a U. S. Army hospital. A complete
administrative record will then be on file for reference.
The file copy of the Certificate of Death, signed by the
receiving undertaker, serves as the hospital’s receipt
for the deceased. Another copy of the Certificate of
Death furnished the undertaker serves as the release
of the remains to him.

11. WD AGO Form 8-24 (old WD MD Form 52),
will be prepared in accordance with current admission
procedures.

12. The sections following (fig. 3) explain the reports
required to dispose of the deceased; the conduct of

_ the Summary Court; and the preparation of Report

of Investigation, WD AGO Form 51, wherever these
are necessary, in a U. S. Army hospital. (See figs. 4
and 5 for forms referred to in fig. 3.)

1
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DECEASE IN U.S. ARMY HOSPITALS
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HOSPITAL REPORT OF DEATH
WD AGD FORM 52-9

HOSPITAL REPORT OF DEATH

Al 2
WARD_REPORT

T CAST WAWE = FIRST RAWE = WIDDLE TNITIAL . ARMY SERTAL NUWGER . GRAOE T WARD
Doe hn 2,468,109 Pvt. 24

5. OTED (Hour - Day - Wonth — Ve TRAPL. WOTTT.[7, RELIGTON
1700 2l July 194 VESY_[VO P

. WAWE, ADDRESS, AND RELATIONSHTP OF PERSON 10 BE WOTIFTED
Mr. Thomas C. Do, 27 Hillside Ave., Woodstock, Conn.

5. NAWE, ADDRESS, AND RELATIONSHIP OF RELATIVE OR FRIEND PRESENT AT DEATH
None

- DTRECT CAUSE OF DEATH [CT,LTNE OF BUTY [iz- TSCONDUET

Perirheral vascular collapse, severe secondary to item 2
below

13. CONTRIBUTORY CAUSE OF DEATH

Brain, Laceration of, Severe, accidentally incurred when sol-
dier was hit by truck at 2200, 23 July 1944, Ft. Dix, N.J.

[T6. PRINCIPAL FINDINGS OF OPERATTON (If none performed, so state)

ed
7. INVESTIGATING OFF. REQUIRED!
S o

Subdural hematoma, left, extensive. Brain, laceration of,
diffuse severe. Operation performed 0130, 24 July 194k

X
(5 WEDTCAL OFFICER TN ATTENDANCE (Signature only) |19 CRIEF OF "WEDICAL OR*SURGICAL SERVICE (Signaturs

e i e M| A e

RECORD OF AUTOPSY

20, AUTOPSY OROERED BY (Signature of C.0. or his Designes) 1. OATE

Cotorned, 977. €. 24 July 194k

42~ PRINCTPAL FINDINGS AT AUTOPSY (I nome performed, so sfate)

Subdural Hematoma, left extensive.
Brain, laceration of, diffuse, severe.
Skull, fracture of, multiple, compound, decompression, operative, left.

23, AUTOPSY PERFORMED (Place and Date) 24, AUTOPSY PERFORMED BY (Signature only)
2k July 194k W ‘/W L., A.C.
Tilton GH, Ft, Dix, N.J
ADMINISTRATAVE REPORT
25, ACTION TAKEN Y REGISTRAR-ADMIN. OFF. OF DAY (AR600-500) | noug | DAY |MNTA | vEAR | INITIALS OF ResPoNs.OFF)
A, TELEGRAN T0 EMERGEWCY ADDRESS 1730 | o4 |uiy [1owk | 1
B. NOTIFICATION TO AUTOPSY SURGEOM T30 L L2 TJH
C. TELEGRAN T0 ADJUTANT GERERAL 1730 | © i 5 TJH
T NOT ¥ 1CAT (0N T0_COMMAND NG OFFICER 750 TIH
. WOTIF ICATIOW T0_RED_CROSS 730 TIH
7. WOTIF1CAT 10N TO_VNFORMAT (0N OFFICE 730 TIH
G- KT IFICAT 10N T0 UNDERTAKER T900 TIH
W. NOTLFICAT 10N TO TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 0800 | 25 o i HAP
1. WOTIF ICATION T0 GUARY ERMASTER (Supply) T900 | 2% TOH
. OTHER (Specify) 0830 | 25 HAP

75. REMARKS

Pvt Robert N. Hamill, 3 426 028 is to be burial escort

INSPECTION OF REMAINS

27 % CORPLIANCE WITH AR R0-ge0, | CeT v ¥ THAT THE RERAINS WERE TNSPECTED

26. STGNATURE OF TNSPECTING OFFICER ~ FOR SURGEON

AFTER EMBALMING, AND N COMPANY WITH

THE CONTRRGTING OFF |CER AF1ERTH
HE CONTRACTING OFFICER AIER THE 7y 1 Zoen,
SR SR o7 ThPeCTTRG O7FTCER-TOR UA

P Q. (Prvass, Cants 7y C. e Sftads, %, g 77

INSTRUCTIONS: Ward Of ficer will prepare items 1- 18, Chief of Service will sign item 19. Fors will then
e forwarded to Registrar or Administrative Olllur of the day for neces ction without delay.
Prepare in one copy enly. Use of ink or indelible pencil outhorized. Pr © type eatries.

0., K. 6.0 FORN W0, 52-9 1 July 194K

Figure 4.
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GERTIFICATE OF DEATH
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DEPANTMENT oF coMMERCE

STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

St File No. .
Regtra's No.

3.() FULL NAME .......J0bn.__J.... Doe

3. If vetern,

(9 I foreign bor, b long n U.5. A2

WEDJOAL CERTICHTION
2. Dtef dn: Mont Yy
—" hour.

(1) Cerebral

Due o Poxipheral, Va

Dueto

Doe.__

11 Indutry o busines . B ol ey ing.
Thomas C.

£(12 Name M
L o e
5 & pernions
§ i
O sutopy
16.(0) Officiel Records g 5
® Add U. S, Amy z il in the ollowing:
LA O i (5) Date thereof .. - () Accident, suicide i '. .
© Pl BT Gemion L+ < HeGIT 23, July 19Uh 7
opduback,  Conmh) (O Where did inury occur? ... ozsel
8. Jones Funerel DITectaftd) Didinjey oceus in or bout home,on i industalplace, n pubbic
® Add Trenton, N.d. s Militery Reservabion
‘ . Whieat work2
ner 2l s

2 ke
Addren BurlindoreCounty

T Tave Teceived the Temains of the sbove in good condition B AR,
BT

Figure 5.
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CHAPTER 5
IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR
ALL DECEASED PERSONNEL

13. An Initial Report of Death, WD AGO Form
52-5, is provided as a simple means of making the
immediate notification required after the surgeon has
reported the death of military personnel to the com-
manding officer of a post, camp, station, or air field.
Items A through Z, Part 1 of Form 52-5, are the basis
of the telegraphic report to The Adjutant General.
Part 2, when completed with necessary information,
is the request and basis for any orders required to ship
the deceased, with a burial escort, to the place of in-
terment. Part 3 is the authority and the orders for
a summary court officer, where required. Part 4 is the
authority and the order for the investigating officer,
where required to conduct investigations.

14. The preparation of these Parts in one operation
makes it possible to give complete data to all interested

agencies with a minimum of delay after the death and
without waiting for publication of special orders. Tt
is not necessary for a summary court officer or for an
investigating officer to wait to receive his part of the
report. Instead, he may proceed with the necessary
arrangements and receive the orders at a later date.

15. A letter of sympathy is sent to the nearest relative
over the signature of the commanding officer of the
post, camp, or station. (See fig. 9 below for suggested
form of letter of sympathy. The other immediate
notifications, and procedures for their use, are pre-
sented in figures 6, 7, 8, and 10.) The letter of sym-
pathy mentions that dependents of the deceased and
their household goods under certain circumstances
may be moved to their home of record. Authority for
this is prescribed in AR 55-120 and AR 55-160.

17
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IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED

FIG. 6

IMMEDIATE SUMMARY
DOCUMENT SURGEON COMMANDING COURT
. OFFICER OFFICER

SECTION 4 - IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATIONS. WITHIN TNENTY FOUR WOURS UPON DECEASE OF PERSONNEL SUBJECT TO MILITARY AUTHORITY

NOTIFICATION BY SURGECN
LETTER, TELEPHONE CALL OR OTHER werriaion )
NOTIFICATION)

AOTIFICATION
3 NOTIFIEATION

NoTIFICATION

- Collects and nventor tes
effocts. (see Saction §).

notification of
= Drops soldiar from nor

TELEGRAPH MESSAGE TO

EMERGENCY A

COMMERCIAL WIRE TO
EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE

REPORT OF D
0 460 52

TNK TO THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

LETTER OF SYMPATHY

SECTION 5 - PREPARATION AND DISPOSITION
LETTER OF SYMPATHY

18



1 Jan 45

™ 12-240

FOR ALL DECEASED PERSONNEL
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NOTIFICATION BY SURGEON

1 Jan 45

(Forwarded in all cases of death; serves as confirmation in some instances)

Fiow: Command ing Officer
Tilton General Hospitel
Ft, Dix, New Jersey

oare 2% July 1944
TOi COMMANDING OFFICER
Ft, Dix, New Jersey

NOYIFICATION BY SURGEON

PAR. 2, AR 600-350

T TAST WANE,  FIRST WANE, WISOLE WANES

T COWPANY, REGTNENT, SEPARATE BXTTALION OF STRTCAR GNTY.

TR SERTAL WOr 30 GRAOE

John __James 2468109

P,
T 17 UNASSIGNED STATE AN OR SEAVICE

Co. A, 1Blst Inf., Fb. Dix, N.J.

TATE, PLACE AND CAUSE OF DEATH:

23 uly 194, Fr. Dix, N, Bretn, Lecerstion of, severs, socidentelly recelved
when soldler was hit by a t while pushing two members of Army Nurse Corps to

safety.

7. D10 OEATH OCCUR TN LINE OF BuTYT B WAS DERTH OUE 1§ DECEASER'S NTCORDUCT T
Undeternines Undstorained

7 ACCEPTED APPLICANT FOR ENLISTHENT 7 7. OTSCRARGED CRLISTED WA

No To,
T A CIVITTAN ENFLOVEL, STATE AR OR SERVICE GF BUREAV BY WATGH ENPLOTED.

T ATORST REGUIRED 7

T3 INVETIGATING GFFICER REQUIRED 7

Yes Yoo
TEOTT IONAL GATA OF RENARKE.

Investigation required due ccident ceusing soldier's desth.

7 som ﬂm@m

Colonel, MC
Comanding

REPROBUCE LOCALLY DISTRISUTION SURGEON T0 CONMANDING OFF1CER:

FI—

Figure 7.
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TELEGRAM TO EMERGENCY. ADDRESSEE
(WD AGO FORM 801)

WAR DEPARTMENT
MESSAGEFORM
Commercial Wire
FleNo..123

Office of origin_Headguarters
Chrm e vio)

[

Address Fort Dix, New. Jerse:

To:

2 MR, THOMAS C. DOE
27 EILLSIDE AVENUE
WOODSTOCK, CONN.

R v Soiial of ol
il o st *Delacted =7

I REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT YOUR SON, PRIVATE JOHN JAMES DOE HAS
DIED DUE TO INJURIES RECEIVED IN A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT AT FORT

DIX NEW JERSEY ON JULY TWENTY THIRD STOP LETTER FOLLOWS STOP THE
DECEASED IS NOW AT TILTON GENERAL HOSPITAL STOP KINDLY WIRE COLLECT
THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF AN UNDERTAKER TO WHOM YOU WISH HIS REMATNS
SHIPPED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE STOP FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED FOR
BURTAL EXPENSES STOP KINDLY INCLUDE IN YOUR WIKE THE NAME AND ADDRESS
OF A PERSON DESIGNATED TO INCUR THESE BURIAL EXPENSES STOP

MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO YOU AND MEMBERS OF THE DECEASED

FAMILY AT THIS TIME END 2
D

12-240

Figure 8.
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LETTER OF SYMPATHY

1 Jan 45

Headquarters
Ft. Dix, New Jersey
24 July 1944

Mrs. Thomas C. Doe
27 Hillside Avenue
Woodstock, Connecticut

My dear Mrs. Doe:

It is with regret that I confirm the recent telegram
sent to Mr. Thomas C. Doe informing him of the death of your
son, Private John J. Doe, 2 468 109, Infantry.

Your son died as a result of injuries incurred while
saving the 1life of two members of the Army Nurse Corps. Seeing
a large truck, out of control, about to run down the two nurses,
he immediately ran to their ald, pushed them to safety, and was
struck by the oncoming truck. His death was instantaneous. I
hope his courageous act may be of solace to you.

Captain H. A. Campbell, Personal Affairs Officer, Ft.
Dix, New Jersey, has collected your son's personal effects and
has forwarded them to you at the address. If Captain o
Campbell can be of help to you in any manner, such as in making
settlement of accounts, aiding you in applying for pensions or
arranging to move the deceased's dependsnts and household goods
to their home, please communicate with him and he will furnish
you any assistance possible.

My heartfelt sympathy 1s extended to you and other
members of your family in your bereavement.

. Sincerely yours

Mw Vewreon .
Madison Pearson

Brigadier General, U.S.A.
Commanding

2

Figure 9.
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INITIAL REPORT OF DEATH
(WD AGO FORM 52-5)

INITIAL REPORT OF DEATH

— TR 3
s
o o S0
>
R SERTAL WO, oo GRADE 5

R OR SERVICE [FOATE OF ETATR
Avenue, Woodstock, Conn. Int 1 May

TOATE OF 0BT

T PLACE OF BERTH Vo CAUSE O DEATR T

evipheral,

cular Coll July 194k

RENT AcTIVE Sewvice
1942

- OATE OF ENTAY OV U] L

181st Inf, Ft.

Dix, N.J. 10 e

M. EMERGENCY AODRESSEE (NANE, RELATIONSHIP 8 ADORESS)
¥ Doe, Father

o DA eI
DESIo

June 1942

W iscowoucy |S29AS DECEASEOO
SCONDUCT |36 Ve puty starus|

CIVILIAN GFLOVEE [AF 600-500] FEPORT BURERY

E, SERTAL WUWBER AW GRADE OF SUMFARY COURT OFFICER

James Di11, Major, Inf, O - 2
STV OF DECEASED IO FUNCEAL OTRECHOR DESTGRATES 70 E

1, Undertal
SEATAL WINAE

, 408 South Main St, Woo
WIRIAL £SCORT

028, Pyt MD
ORTE SGRMRRY COURT OFFICER VANE, SERTIL NUNGER AND GRAGE OF SUMNARY CGURT OFFICER
onres

b gul 194 E. A. Campbell, Captain, Inf, 0 - b26-395
RODITIONAL OATA AND/OR STATENEAT

UE TO MILITARY
G ACTIVITIES PAR.

it 5 TA - SHOW IF DEATHD
i NS OR TRAINING
omsxv.m-xohR s

1i, 6a, 6k,

Desth not dus to military operations or training.

commanoinG _Madiso:
Br

USA

opiginal wad four copies for use
) Te e haj

follows:
i o

Casuaity Branch Weshington, DiC.  Use

tion entered and then aent to Personnel Section to prepare

bor it o conduct Sumacy Court.
hority and order to conduct investigstion:

RIS 1 dugust T

Figure 10.
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16

CHAPTER 6
DISPOSITION OF DECEASED PERSONNEL

16. Commanding officers will take prompt action to point of interment, the commanding officer is author-
see that the disposition of the deceased is accomplished ized to send notification of this delay to the emergency
If there are any ci dd or the person designated to arrange for the

without undue delay.
which may delay the shipping of the deceased to the burial.

2



™ 12-240 1 Jan 45

DISPOSITION OF

PERSONNEL SECTION [COMMANDING OFFICER|

Fi. 11

DOCUMENT

SECTION 5 DISPOSITION OF DECEASED AND NOTIFICATIONS REQUIRED

- Prosares Proserty lasue
E115 for ourial clothing
ine flng.

PROPERTY (S
WD AD 448

sses o3 basis for sub
seaumnt actiona.

TELEPHONE TELEPRONE
TeLEPONE

- Tereencnes teseeiete
comanding officer
for burinl escort
fron dncensad’s or-

serial nusber of burial

ports on Bulletin foare
or Enters in Oaily Bul-
letin.

g
0 i

Nes two coies to

To Investigating 01
(11 bacuired)

- Senea turial escort to

ortation. =

TELEGRAPH TO EMERGENCY AODRESSEE OR HIS
SIGNATED FUNERAL DIRECTC m

- Sends commercial telegraoh
o amergency address or

Tncur bar sl exsenses.

designated or
rector stating

- Arranges, for burial party
o Teave oromstly.
Fies contract under-
ke tine” coPv-TELEGRM

g son author ized to in=
TION OF oeCesED R L e e L

26
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DECEASED PERSONNEL

FINANCE OFFICER QUARTERMASTER TRANSPORTATION OFFICER

™ 12-240

EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE

DESIGNATED FUNERAL DIRECTOR

' = IF imsousible to locate smergency adéresses, nearest rela-
tiver ot next of kin bury decessed at sont or s designates
by uartorasster .
\

= 11 it resionble tise he {a not clainsd the decerses
T EatHarty T o Is ie antitied to be buried in s Kational Cometery If died
i Tine’of duty 48 30-1810, o Cir 326, 1984

horzed o incu

- Beceives navance notice of
ioment o decen wit vrisd

PECIAL 0RpERs

seeciaL ounees

- Arranges transoortation for
deceased and buriol escort.

arent of bl
ok to baria) essork

Lo emergency adirssies.

oneex
sesignated o incur bar st - feceiues ek f ol aver 450.0
Fritifens for burial exomnaes

21
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PROPERTY ISSUE SLIP
(WD AGO FORM 446)
PROPERTY ISSUE SLIP

It. Col. J.A. Fitzpatrick, QM  Surrur Ormcsn

For:

John J. Doe, 2 468 109, Pvt, Deceased
Yo )

socxvo. ) Nowexcuarone

Tormiaatin iy

Flag, intermment
Trousers, wool, od

Shirt, cotton, khaki
Necktie, cotton, tan

Coat, wool, od

Undershirt, cotton

Shorts, cotton

Socks, cotton, tan, pair
Insignia, coller, U.S.
Insignia, collar, Inf., U.S.

A

Issuance or
column s suthorized: Ttems marked “Ext”
items
received, it
lnquh‘iu ‘must refer to N

24 Julyjeek Lt. QuC.
T

sccptangs of quaiites show,in “Acton” | Fon rux Couuaona Orrice:

yrill be -uu-nu o, the datas Ingioated pevean
ill be isnued on presentation of hia sip.

”i*“/*?f

o.....m.. Serpts OFer.

Dol | oun

Siation Swroly OB

25 r sk

Ciuorted Reproeniaine

T o vorene]

CD. Det. Patients

1 Jan 45

28

Figure 12.
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CHAPTER 7

EFFECTS OF DECEASED PERSONNEL

17. This section shows (figs. 13 to 15) how to comply
with the 112th Article of War on the disposition of the
effects of a deceased enlisted man or officer. By using
the one form, Inventory of Effects and Report of Sum-
mary Court, WD AGO Form 54, the summary court
officer will record all transactions pertaining to the
disposition of effects. C ling officers will for-
ward the approved reports of summary court officers
to The Adjutant General.

622845 0 - 45 - 3

18. The appointment of personal affairs officers as
summary court officers is encouraged.

19. It is the policy of the War Department to secure
and forward the effects to the widow, legal representa-
tive, or next of kin, as intended by the 112th Article
of War. This is done at Government expense without
delay.

2
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FiG. 13

1 Jan 45

DISPOSITION OF EFFECTS

30

DOCUMENT

IMMEDIATE
CCOMMANDING OFFICER

SUMMARY COURT-OFFICER

COMMANDING OFFICER

SECTION 6. EFFECTS OF DECEASED PERSONS - i

G ITION OF - AW, 112.

"1 Legt

o Widow of Deceassd is Prasent,®

- A, 12,

0, REFORT OF

ORY OF EFFE
it COURT WG A

EFFECTS OF DECEASED

| Sonis copins 122 10 ¢.0.

erreers :

EFFECTS OF DECEASED

R

INVENTORY OF %
SR

o

E’%ﬁ

rvenories etfacts o forn S0
é"”’ 1-/4e svmrs

%
areance with A m
Bt

noing Officer Shall Dirsct s

© hen tegst

EFFECTS OF

IWENTORY OF EFFECIS
) MY COUAT

PROCEECS FROM SALE OF EFFECTS

CASH OR GHECK

of Widow, or N

ervicrs

e

{iromt)’




OF DECEASED PERSONNEL

llllllllllll

lllllllllll

LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE

llllllllllllllll

.......
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INVENTORY OF EFFECTS, WD AGO FORM 54 (Front)
(Distribution as indicated in sec. 6, Fig. 13)

INVENTORY OF

EFFECTS - AR 600-550
2 o

Toe, Jomn  J.
5 GRATTATION F EERSES Chani )

18lst Inf, Fort Dix, N. J.

e [T

2468109 Prt

Tilton GH
Fort Dix, New Jersey

24 Jul b

| i

i«

s, mamsce e

omate DESERIPTION OF ANTICLT

8 OTACR ARTICLES VAUIARLE CAICFLY A3 KEEPSMES. (17

1 Watceh, wri
with leather stre;

4 | Pictures, snapshot size

1 | Tdentification Bracelet, wrlat,
allver, oarraved

, Hamilton, grsen gold

55 11 EFFECTS ~ WONY, P DTS, CARCRS, WOREY GRS,
SESERIPTION 07 ANTICEE

Wallot, leather, black

coina, English, sseorted

Driver's license, Comn.

Letters, personal, opened

Check, Clty National Bank, Wood-
stock, Com.

1
6
i
3
1

Coins and currency.

5, BILLra o

. L T

[ o o o e n v e

FOR USE G TWEDIATE COMANDING OFF

FAOF CREANIZATION SECURING EFFRCTS

5. GufCx WERC 1P CFTECTS ST T0 T GTECTS uATERMSTER, A

CANSAS €TV UARTERMASTER 50T, EAISAS €117, 0.

TV T CERTIY AT THE FOREGAINE

T EGRPRTSES AL T EFECTS OF TVE

touness 27 Hillside Avenue

@ s Woodstock, Conn.

oute seuiveres

25 July, 194k

|_L.T. Roach, Capt. Tnf. =

(v

I
E oF RECITIENT OF SRy COIT FICEY

/Vd(“ /14%

T o

VIR, Tow v 8017 e T T T SR

1Jan 45

Figure 14.
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REPORT OF SUMMARY COURT, WD AGO FORM 54 (Back)
(Distribution as indicated in sec. 6, Fig. 13)

REPORT OF SUMMARY COURT - AR 600-550 TL‘

T3 T 7OLLON 186 ANATY S TN ESTTE 67 TNE BFEEASED WO COLUETED

ki riox e want
= g

T oo ]

William H. Hill
3679623, Pvt,
| 181st Inf.

| S 2,08

[ IS oo cuams amsr e GeT o7 o erka aE e
w | et | o
L

i o ot
| 7 IRV g 27T
25 Jul ¥4 7,03 Thomets R, Robbins

| 3357432, Bto,
181st Inf,

o | 7.03
o I 7 TP RO I URITIG 3 SIS 8 0 oS0 T v v
ot I8 Cos O FRESTIC SOAS. Ro OVASEAS CASATIES TESE TS L B

St o e e commTSTES.

None

FFRGPRTATION 16 B CAEOTTED WY DTSSVESTRG 67T FEER

Tone None
TETE, GRGUTENTION 100 COERTON OF BISMIRSIVE GFFICER

i e o T e
25 July 194k 24 July 1944
AhRg Ft, Dix, New Jersey

T T . T e seanar e vl P
closore Fprsor) | A/ 2. e

[Fes wave o onar
Madison Pearson
Brigedier General, USA

Figure 15.
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CHAPTER 8

PREPARATION AND DISPOSITION OF FINAL PAPERS

20. a. It is essential for The Adjutant General to
receive the service records and allied papers of a
deceased enlisted person as soon as possible after a
death.

b. Allotment offices must receive prompt notifica-
tion of discontinuances of allotments or allowances in
order that issuance may be terminated.

c. It is necessary that the Final Payment Roll be
received in the Office of Special Settlement Accounts,
Office of the Fiscal Director, New York, N. Y., without
delay in order that adjustment of any arrears of pay
may be properly made.

21. Figures 15 and 17 illustrate how the above may be
readily accomplished.

35
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PREPARATION AND DISPOSITION

SECTION 7

DOCUMENT

PERSONNEL SECTION

PREPARATION AND DISPOSITION OF

ALLOTMENT DISCONTINUANCE, FINAL PAYMENT

IMMEDIATE COMMAN|
OFFICER

W0 30-5

VENT OF CHARGES

WP
€0 S

VAL PAYMENT ROLL
w 371

ERVICE RECORD
[

I
0 AGO 3

SOLDIERS DEPOSIT 800K

IANCE

W60 305

460 30-5
Ago 305

ROLL, SERVICE RECORDS AND ALLIED PAPERS

e allotaent discontinuance not ice
Tor ai cosen 355500

= Eotire any s poslte o charess
= Encloses copy 4 in service racard

compietes antrie

@ forvards 1

yrent roll

reauired, signs
ZFites copy 2

signs
~ Foruares Wt supsorting documents

o for
I Scmoany o aparty bock

-.* iy }---Q

1 soldier has deponits,

e toruar sl

=

woTe 2
A60 forn
- Assembles requirad records and forwards
to Th

is comslated for officers
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OF FINAL PAPERS

FISCAL DIRECTOR

THE ADJUTANT
FINANCE OFFICE OFFICE SPECIAL SETTLEMENT GENERAL OTHER OFFICES
ACCOUNTS NEW YORK
ot s
Miotsant i lon
o Yo
oitlet
Ehicons, 111
oitice of e
e e
~istasiton - tecel
“Hetars U et Z Distontinie altotasnts and
eviace s vt 1 el
A se-5580.
e ¢
ihes
it S aron
~ olds tor raceit of form i1,
Chatme Fo Mrronrs ot Far
= conputen final parment roll |- G0t sak ot over forky F1ve
B e e e
T a0 sos _
e

12-240
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FINAL PAYMENT ROLL
WD FORM 371

Note 1.

38

1Jan 45

Voucher No./3 THI__
FINAL PAYMENT ROLL o
of Walter Cory
Major, F.D.
Ft. Dix, N.J.
b John . LAR 109 (D sed) 18lat Infantry Sym No. 210500
ottty o] Sta. o, 1233
w_Jera L
el e . = July 194
Discharged on__ 560 Remarks el o (Posmt ey o)
APPROPRIATIONS: 5 TR
Y255~ 50/-75 Pyt Y L.40 | -
e Apces 99 1 cenmiry that this roll is made out as required by
24 a0d that enirien periining to eac
i e s Sl St
lowanco s i, b S s 20t fasiabed o
iy B mor roxlved, o et sl
an, his depondents, or both, puble duarters were no
nt.u.w“‘.:.“(mmmmﬂm“&'d \E
it T aatae: ot wikhi. pay B ok
Toalsmowntdiburmd & LT0 | ey e e s pay il s not
P P T T, T Airorsamms
e Vel EEREE A | smave [ T o T R T
vl o ey e | o o) G 5 W ol I
o e R W et
Honorably discharged by reason of: Death
Gt e s s, ) No timo los under A, W. 107 excopt aa Indicatel.
Eloee OTHER
Toma, e
CoLLECTION
7 10/4; o hn J. P 468 109| Jun | 1.1k 22.09
Indetd pt Ft. Dix, N.J. May 10/42. Ified Ft. Dix
PRUSREREE [Be  A 4, Due EM dpts. Feb 1/kk  [$10; Jul 22.
Mar 1/4s $10. Due US GPLD $1.50. Not ent ‘to T/P.
Goveramen|
Gl FOR USF: 07 BINANOE DEPARTAENT ONLY
Tx08% 50 cnzpiTs [— e
. M. finen.| : roms. el =
Depete| 8% | mvava [ Gor, 6P| S ool | Pt =
Fort by des N | R [y | f) e
iy ==
smasw| g o
1. 1
Tomn| |
Army Bxch; (12 2
Individuats (3] 15 2. V2 il e
Paid by cash_| 2 :
Dy 24LLY o Ul \Tes o o
Tomas.|
WD Form | 15, 5
i 7
Ehese ! Z 43\3¢

- Prepare
- Tnclose

1n accordance with current regulations

Figure 17.

one copy of final payment roll (or final statement W.D. 370) in service record.
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CHAPTER 8
REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION

22. A delayed War Department Report of Death may

prepared under AR 600-550. The chart immediately

cause untold hardship to a widow or d bene-
ficiary of the deceased by holding up, among other
things, payments of monies. Until the line of duty
and the conduct status is determined and reported to
The Adjutant General it is impossible to issue an
official War Department Report of Death.

23. Emphasis must therefore be placed on prompt
completion and forwarding of reports of investigation

following (fig. 18) ill
of investigation and forward same within 5 days to the
commanding general of the service command. The
succeeding chart (fig. 19) illustrates how the com-
manding generals of the service command and the War
Department follow up delayed reports of investiga-
tion, Figures 20, 21, and 22 show how to prepare the
necessary forms.

how to complete a report

39
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PREPARING REPORTS

DOCUMENT COMMANDING OFFICER INVESTIGATING OFFICER

FlG. 18

SECTION 8. KEPORY OF INVEST

(ON_AND_INCUEST OF

ATH

(SEE SECTIONS 1. 3. & FOR AUTHCRITY TO CONDUCT INVESTIGATION)

- 11 €.0. does not wprove resort of megical
officer relative to line of duty or miscon-
aeath [ suspected to be
or unknown causes he sp-

officer. (See secs MeagsT

Yion 1) ]
- Special orders reaulred only for travel.
TELEPHONE OR PERSONAL REQUEST FOR MEDICAL - Reguests comslete medical iagno
DIAGNOSIS utopay and revort of autopsy.

ReovesT

- Requests corTITicate of Tamediate cosmanding
EQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF IMMEDIATE COM- of icer on line of duty status, I.e., sbsence
MANDING OFF ICER with leave, sosence without |
Sent for dutye

e

B
REQUEST FOR SWORN TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES

- Kecuests svorn statements from witnesses.

DT

REQUEST FOR FINDINGS OF CORONER'S INQUEST, - 11 coroner - inuest Reld, requssts trans-

1F THQUEST HELD script of fingings of Ingiests. to expenses

e uthor izea o optain tranicr
Srainos s

e

DlAmOSIS
MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS OF DECEASED

= Feviexs ang holes for report.

I CERTIFICATE. 0F
CERTIFICATE OF IMMEDIATE COMMANDING OFFICER ComMDIN:
0FF ICER

= Heviews an holds for resort.

I TESTINONY OF

1T3ESSES

TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES

for transcriptl
stinony sworn e

o testison,
oned to, 1f b

TRANSCRIPT OF CORONER'S INQUEST (1F INQUEST

HELD)

11 teatisony not given includes statement of]
of reason why report Is not given.

coRonaR’s
FINOINGs

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION WD AGO 51

FILE OF INVESTIGATION OR INQUEST REPORTS

sony, o

Forn's1 into an investis 3

- Sue section 8 for file and aissosition of
file,
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OF INVESTIGATION

IMMEDIATE COMM

CORONER

WITNESSES
OFFICER (IF INQUEST HELI
worE
- ivestigations w1 ue comlatad wlinle five () doys sunever
Fnsiasn Tinit'of Birty Go) curs s | by
st on il i s ol acassed porsannel.
- entainas for ation s an Trevest 13
rael oo 10g I1h iranser Ined test 1oty 13
Gesth.
EE 5 ¢ o this chart is the minisum reesires for
rapert of Imsstigettoa
- rerforn,
21T urmy sirgeon ot availa .
nay e prepared by civition
surgeon.
REouEST
< investigates line of auty ste=
o
reovesT
- Receives resuest to teatify.
- = = o e -

- pregares ane foruaes resert of
medical diagnosis, wtes

T IGTE

CERTIFICATE oF
COMANDING
0FF ICER

- State testizony.

i
- st
.

- eceives reqt for transcrist,
1 Tncuest hes

coRnER's
Fiwomes
msman

- Farnishes transe

o
Bt e he Ingusat held:
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1Jan 45

PROCESSING REPO

INVESTIGATING OFFICER

FIG. 19

DOCUMENT COMM

INDING OFFICER

SECTION © PROCE:

ING REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION OF DECEASED PERSONNEL FOR DETERMINATION OF LINE OF pury

1
FOLLOW UP REGISTER FOR REPORTS OF INVESTI- e
At aR T U1 the War Desar trent completes » reauired resort of
ARG UTHE S TN EENERALY investigation an official report of death vill net be
Delay in issuance of o
st o ¢

port of danth delays the pay-
rsons entitled to thee at tise aseistancel

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
WD AGD 51

Zlay ragiest supplenental

ft s B | of tnvestigating affrcer.
1 comenrs 8
G TR |- Do o o natis escn oy
- Forvards complote original file to Servics
- Assmctes file of investigation Comen

personnel i ixo sactions orici
duircate,
- Forwards original an

of deceased
d duphicate f1lns to
Lo, appointive

CORONERS
FINDINGS

FOLLON UP REGISTER FOR REPOKTS OF INVESTI- Futes copt
GATION” (SERVICE COWIAND) “astisation for smn
Vestigatson for sne
furthor investrsation:
SECTION 10 FOLLOW UP OF A DELAYED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF DECEASED PERSONNEL

: S d—

0 ]
¢

tien of resort of in-
wering any requests for

= 11 repart nas not teen ro
Cosmand,rece ves follcu
Teyed raports of invest

Her

corved oy Servicel
» orda-

- Takes nncassary sction to con
of investisation vithout del

= —

- wephies

MONTHLY LETTER PREPARED BY TAG FOR SIGNA- bz

TURE OF OEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR SEAVICE
COMMANDS (IF REQUI RED)

by secend indorsemant Lo letter
o five day..
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OF INVESTIGATION

ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERAN'S AFFAIRS
PERSONNEL BRANCH

0k MISOONQUGT STATLS

Teport of (nwsathsation: o reseifaisentare

- P aiscenauel slatis”is tniateranegscose
w1 se emterad i regiater a irvesiise-
Flon imtiata

p— v

= Revies
Z Uses 3s basss of deternination of LOD or
nlsconduct status for vetarants benefit.

=
— R

cononR's
FINDINGS

CoNER'S
FINOINGS
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
(Under provisions of: (par. 1¢(4)(c), AR 345~415) (par. 21, AR 600-550))*

Station or command Tilton Genersl Hospitel Date .27 July. 19kk

1. Person KAJGEEH (deceased)* Doe,._John Ju 2u68109 Pvt., 18lst 15 Fort Dix, N.J..

 srial Humber, pride, and organaaiion)

2 (Nature of injuries) (cause of death)* . Feripberal Vasoular Collapae,. severe,. secondary. to....

_Brain, laceration of, diffuse,. severe. 5

3. How incurred ... Accidentally i.nc\u'rs'i -t 2200 23 July 10uk, at Fort Dix, New, dcrse}u

(Compies ditaln s (a0irs) (4220} e Tcuerd, neladine bour 5o dt

shen_goldier Junped. in. front. of 8. txuck out.of gontxol o push 0 meuhers. of tho
my Nurse Corps to safety who were walking beside Lhe roadway. Soldier vas then
umhl; to_Jump. o pafety. in time to avold being run down. ...
of the circumstances surrounding this (AJGEEX {death)? has bomn mada. All avallable witnesses wers
eriogarad. Tho Toowtag.pestiment Foss wene oo T o
(@) Present for duty (ves) (mD*
®

4 Tnv

(1) Hour and date of of absence Dut;
(2) Hour and date of termination of absence Dut,
(&) (Was) (KIKHEK* within the territorial limits indicated by the authorization to be absent.
(@) (A, (was not)* under the inflaence o intoxicants. The use of intexicants OBK) (was not)* tho
Droximate cause.
(WK) (seas not)* under the influence of drugs. The use of drugs (WIDY (was not)* the proximate cause
(7) (Was) (JMHHO0)* exercising reasonable care for his own safety.
@) O (vas y

or verbal.
(W) (was not)* due to gross carclessness or negligence.
(@) (Was) (EGCRE* mentally sound.

5. Reunxs: Soldler sustained the injuries which resulted in his death in & successful
herolc effort to._save the lives of two members of the Ammy Nurse Corps who were
walking in. the. roadway. and.¥ho bad not_seen the approach of & heavy Amy vehicle
around A corner less:than tyenty yards away.

military orders or instructions, written
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CERTIFICATE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

Certificate of the Commanding Officer
Co. A, 181st Inf., Ft. Dix, N.J.

Co. A, 181st Inf.
Ft. Dix, New Jersey

25 July 1944

I certify that I am the immediate commanding officer
of John J. Doe, 2 468 109, Pvt., 181st Inf. deceased, and

that between the hours of 1700, 23 July 1944 and 0600, 24

July 1944, he was present for duty at Ft. Dix, New Jersey.

Figure 21.
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TESTIMONY OF WITNESS

46

TILTON GENERAL HOSPITAL
FT. DIX, NEW JERSEY
2l July 1944

TESTIMONY OF MARY E. SMITH, N 759 001, 2nd LT, ANC

"My name is Mary E. Smith, N 759 001 2nd Lt., Army Nurse
Corps. At 2200 on 23 July 1944, I was returning from Post
Theatre No. 6 to Tilton General Hospital walking east on the
south side of New York Avenue with my companion, 2nd Lt. Jean J.
Jones, ANC. Quite suddenly I heard a shout and was violently
pushed to the side of the roadway, along with my companion. A
large truck which had approached us from the rear, passing east,
ran over the spot where I had been walking. I heard a scream
and saw a soldier lying on the road. The truck crashed into a
tree. I went to the soldier's side to administer aid and Lt.
Jones ran to the nearest telephone to call an ambulance from
the hospital. There was little I could do for the injured
soldier as his pulse had stopped and he was not bleeding extern-
ally. His head had been hit severely. The driver of the truck,
Jack J. Marends, ran up to see if he could be of any assistance.
He said he had suddenly lost control when his left front wheel
came off. I could see the wheel close by.

I waited until the hospital ambulance arrived and the at-
tendant, Lt. John N. Morgan, ordered the soldier moved to the
Tilton General Hospital. Later at the hospital I learned the
soldier's name was Pvt. John J. Doe, and that he had died from
a fracture of the skull.

He undoubtedly saved both of our lives."

I certify this to be a true statement.

Mary Smit
énd’Lt., ANC

Sworn to-fe py
2l Juf3{ 1opl

Jhpes D11l
I% ljor \Inf.
vestipating Officer

Figure 22.
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CHAPTER 10
GLOSSARY

24. The following glossary may be of use in carrying

out administrative procedures for deceased personnel.

Burial escort . The appropriate enlisted man or
officer who accompanies and de-
livers the remains to the person
designated to make the interment
at the point of burial, and who, if
requested, arranges for the color
guard. He is preferably of the
same organization, race, and sex
as the deceased, and is of equal or
higher grade.

. As dcﬁncd by AR 30-1830.

. The guard who will accomplish

military honors at the grave of the
ecease

Of the post, camp, station, airfield,

hospital, or other military installa-
tion, Army corps headquarters,
and in unusual cases of divisions.

. Western Union.

. An undertaker under contract with
the Government to render what-
ever services are designated by the
purchasing and contracting officer
responsible for obtaining under-
lakm% services. (See AR 30—

830.

Burial expenses. .
Color guard. ..

Commanding officer. . ..

Commercial wire. . .
Contract undertaker.

Designated iary. . on
pagc e i e
amended, under “Remarks Ad-
ministrative,” and is entitled to
the 6 months’ gratuity and pay of
the deceased serviceman, if his
death is not due to misconduct.
However, if the soldier has mar-
ried after authorizing the above-
mentmncd entry, the widow of the

ased  automatically becomes
b3 bcn:ﬁclary Where more than
one beneficiary appears, both are
reported, gi respectives dates
of deﬂgnauon AR 600-600). A
friend is not eligible to be desig-
nated as beneficiary.

Any and all belongings, other than
Government issue property and
those which might cause embar-
rassment to the deceased’s family.
For example, send personal effects
such as: one letter, one comb, one
wrist watch; exclude personal
effects such as: one French post
card, hygiene items.

&

Effects of the deceased. .

. The person to be notified in case of
emergency is shown on page 2 of
the service record, as amended,
under “Remarks Administrative,”
or on the identification tag, or on
the Emergency Addressee Card,
WD AGO Form 43, if prepared.

Prepaid.

The officer the organi-
zation to which the dcccaacd is as-
signed, such as company, regiment,
or battalion, as indicated.

An officer, preferably of field grade,
designated by the commanding
officer to investigate and report on
circumstances of death and em-
powered with authority defined in

Emergency addressee . .

Government expense for
shipment of effects.

officer.

Investigation officer . . .

. -As x(alcd in AW 112,

. Normally the military installation or
division headquarters located near-
est to the point of the accident or
decease. This is further defined in
AR 95-120, and AR 600-550 for
deceased en route or separated
from unit organization.

Nearest relative. ... ... The nearest relative is shown on
page 2 of the Service Record, as
amended under “Remarks Ad-
ministrative,” or on the Emer-
gency Addressee Card, WD AGO
Form 43, if prepared. ~ Sce defini-
tion of next of kin following.

. As defined in AW 112 ““the widow;
legal reprcsemanvc of the de-
ceased, found by -said
court; or o the son, daughter,
father, provided the father has
not abandoned the support of his
family; mother, brother, sister, or
next of kin in the order named; or
the beneficiary named in the will
of the deceased, if such found by
said court.”

Defined-by AW 112 or AW 113,
whichever is applicable.

Surgeon............... The commanding officer of the

Army hbsgn.al or senior medical
member of the organization.

. Communication deemed most appli-
cable by the signal center, such as

cpartment net, commer-
cial wire, or teletypewriter ex-
change.

Legal representative .
Nearest Army post.

Next of kin

Summary court officer . .
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