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were operating 11 shifts s week. AL this nearly meximum rate the source
stated, the industry will runm out of cotton thrse months before the local
cotton harvest in the fall of 1951, Cotton dealers in Shenghai estimate
that China's 1950 hervest - in terms of ginned cotton - was about 2,400,000
bzlas, of which 1,700,000 bales will be sveilahle for mill consumption, the
remaining 700,000 bales being locally spun or used as cotton padding. (G

8 Mer 51). COMMENT: US Consulzte Hong Kong offers -

a similar es of cotton output, although the Communists have claimed
that 3,128,000 beles were harvested in 1950, Continued Communist insistance
at full-scale operation of mills, in the fece of a probable large deficit
later in 1951,.mey indicate the urgency of current military orders for
textile products. '

KOREA., Ursent Need for Medicel Fersonnel in North. Radio Fyongyeng en

10 Herch carried the announcement that the training of nurses was being

undertaken b ‘s Ministry of Heelth and the North Korean Red Cross. The

Heelth Miristry is trzining "senior workers for heelth administration®.

On 1 Februery, a twc-months' training course for 400 treinees was begun;

a throe-week schadule for OO is expected to stert on 1 April, and a further
six-months! program - envisaging the training of 600 individuels - will
stert on 1 July. The Red Cross is running "many trainirg schools for Red.
Cross nurses", (R F3IS, 12 Mar 51). COMMENT: The brevity of the periods
of instruction indiceted in this announcement srresrs to confirm North

Kore='s desperste need for medicsl rersonnel. The timing of the periods

is elso of rossible interest since 1t coincides with the timing of the

".th phase™ offersgive. '

ROK Technicians Abroad Balk 2t Return to Homelend. Ambassador
¥uccio in Kores reports thzt the refusal of US- and Japanese-trained
Koresns to return to Korea unless offered ngprropriste” positions is
simply en attempt to avoid leeving a pleasant life ehroad. Muccio opines
that only US refusal to further extend immigration peruits will pry these
trainees loose. (R Pusan 794, 10 Mar 51). COMMENT: Although Ambassador
Muccio is undoubtedly correct in his assessment of the motive underlying
t"e reluctance of ROK tarhnicel trainees st present, it should be noted
that ROK technician: who returned from abroad in the vre-hostilities
reriod were frequently keot from suitable employment by the ROK govern-
ment, which favored local political appointees. :

JAPAN. Attorney-Generel Outlines JCP Plans for Arms Purchase. Attorney
General OHASHI Takeo declared before the Cebinet on 9 March that the Japan
Communist Party is working out a fund-raising campaign to purchase weapons.
Ye slso stated that the Party is using ciphers in their communications.

(R FBIS, 12 Mar 51). COMMINT: While the JCP may well be working out such
s cempaign and also using ciphers, OHASHT has mede similar pronouncements
in the past without convinecing evidence. Satisfactory confirmetion re-
garding JCP collection of arms has besn lacking to date.
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