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KOREA. Famed air strip st Hagaru in porthegstern Korea mav become

operatlonal for Communigts: UN carrier-based aircraft observed grading
equipment,; large black crates and occupied buildings &t Hagaru airstrip
just south of the Changjin reservoir. ] 7 Dec 515

Gomment: Hagaru dirstrip was bullt by US Marine engineers for supply
and evacuation purposes while the lst Marine Division was surrounded at
the Changlin reservoir in December 1950, Although no operational enemy

.alrcraft have yet been sighted on airfields 1n northeastern Korea,; the

recent expansion of enemy jet operations in this area may foreshadow an
attempt to base alrcraft at some fleld: there.

moundst mgjor unitg rotgte in the ling: The Far East
Command reports that the veteran Chinese Communist 39th Army has relieved

the 47th Army in the line west of Chorwon. Thia report is based on a lack
of contact with the 47th and the capture of a prlsoner from the 39th.

-POP-JBCRET

9 . . 11 Dec 51

| 2))
APPROVED FOR RELEASEDATE:
18-Mar-2010 '

HR70-14

/NR



http://thepaperlessoffice.org/

R

\I l9 Des 51)

t The veteran Chinese Communist 39th Army, committed in the
initial intervention and withdrawn for rehabilitation last spring, has
been carried in the Pyongysng area. Its relief of the battle-weary 47th
Army 1s further evidence of the Communist policy of rotating major units
in the combat area.

15. X WWML 7
the North Korean 47th Division, I Corps, has relleved
) on, VI Corps, in the extreme esastern portion of the line.

The other divisions of the I Corps -- the 8th and 17th Mechanized -- are
8till believed to be in the rear area of the eastarn sector. There is some
evidence that the 19th Division will withdraw to the Wonsan-Hamhung area.
This report on the rotation of North Korean units 1s based on a lack of
contact with the 19th Division and the taking of prisoners of war from

the 47th Division. (] |9 Dec 51) :

Comment: Inasmuch as the North Korean 19th Division was a reasonsbly
fresh unit in comparison with other units in this sector, this relief
would not seem to be intended to ellow & battle~weary unit such as the III
Corps to be rotated for rehabilitation.
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