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THE XKOREAN WAR

North Korean and Chinese Communist propaganda provides no readily dise
cernible ansver to the two questions obscuring Communist intentions in
enticipation of the resumption of the plenary truce scssions-w-the iden=
tity of the ncutral nation to which disaffected POWs would be entrusted,
and the ultimate disposgition to be made of those who persist in thelr
unwillingness to return home, The following salient elements derive
from comment of the last two weeks:

1., Although the Communists insist that the Chou~Kim proposal
is "highly constructive"” and includes "obvious concessions,"
parailel references admit that the concessions are 'pro-
cedural" rather than substantive, and restate the thesis
that prisoners must ultimately be treated in striet accord-
ance with Geneva Convention stipulations making full re-
patriation mandatory,

2, The mild tone of Chinese Communist propaganda specifically
related to the new proposals is not reflected in general
comment, which continues to assail American bestiality and .
fear of peace.

3. Peking was qulck to exploit the prisoner exchange with
highly emotionalized statements contrasting tihe examplary
treatment accorded Communist—held PCVWs with the abuse and
degradation suffered by captured Communist persomnel in
U.N; prisoner stockades.

4e Although noted by Peking, recent U,S. statements concerning
the integration of the Xorean problem with that of IpHo=-
china and Malaya have elicited little comment, and the plan
to divide Korea at its narrow waist has been described
solely as something which "cannot but evoke our serious
attention,"

5, Pyongyang has retained an attitude of greater intransi-
gence in regard to present devclopments, has revived the
charge that the U,N, is planning full=-scale aggressive
action in Kores and has promised that the Chinese and
Korean forces will eventually drive the enemy forces out
of the country.

Chou-Xim Proposal a "Constructive!" Contribution to Peace:. Peking continues
to insist that the Chou-Kim proposal of 30 march contains "obvious conces-
sions" which constitute a "constructive" contribution to the resolution of
the prisoner issue, The Communist reply to General Harrison's letter of

17 April made no mention of the senior U,N, delegatefs nomination of
Switzerland as the neutral custodial nation, but noted with apparent alarm
the threat that the sessions would be curtailed once more should they fail
to provide concrete indications of a shift in position on the POW issue,
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£lthough the reply stated that no further recess should be envisaged in
view of the constructive nature of the concessions, parallel comment has
admitted that the concessions are procedural rather than substantive and
there have been reiterations that:all POWs must eventuslly be repatriated
in strict accordance with Gemeva Conyention stipulations,

AntisU,S, Virulente Qutweighs Amenabflity: The greater amenability rew
flected In coument specifically related to the detente on the prisoner
issue has not extended to general digcussion of the war, and the attacks
on U,S, inhumanity and fear of peace ‘have grown in virulence and volume
since the exchange of sick and woundgd began, Both Pyongyang and Peking
have voiced new charges of BW ac¥ivity and recent prisoner-camp incidents
have been conventionally exploited ag devices intended to force POWs to
refuse repatriation, TR

Communist "Fmaciated Ghosts" Contrast:with Well-Fed, Smiline epatriates:
Peking quickly capitalized on the return of the sick and wounded, with =~ ~
correspondunt Alan Vinaington noting.the "striking contrast" between the
"warmly clad, sun-tanned, smiling"™ POWs returned by the Communists and the
"haggard, suniken-faced ghosts of men® who tottered from U,N, smbulances.
This line, which was subsequently re-echoed in other propeganda, was gnti=
cipated prior to the exchange by frequent reminders that returned Chinese
and North Korean POWs would need extended medical treatment to repair the
ravages of disease, malnutrition and. abuse resulting from inhuman treat-
ment in U,N. prisoner stockades, Frgquent charges have also been made

that repatriated American personnel will be intimidated to forestall their
revealing the facts concerning thelr ‘good treatment by the Communists and
their corroboration of the Communist ¢harges concerning bacteriological
warfare, B

’
Y

Malayan, Indochinese Wars Have No Bearing on Korean Settlemggt: Peking has
noted recent American press reports comcerning a possible U;S, intention to
seek a package settlement of all Far Eastern wars, but beyond noting that
the wars in Malaya and Indochina are "utterly irrelevant" to the Korean
situation,has made little comment, PEOPLE!S DAILY on 19 April deplored the
general tendency in the United States to '"obstruct the truce talks and
create difficulties" and charged thaet such hindrances stem from an American
fear of peace and the resultant disorientation of Americals war-battened
economy, The plan to seek a permanent division of Korea at its narrow waist
drew only the potation that such a split would place 85 pércent of Kores :
under the Rhee "puppet regime" and "cannot but evoke our serious attention,”

Pyongyang Notes Imminence of U,N, Offensive, Predicts Complete g%mmun;st
Victory: Although North Korean transmitters have faithfully fallen in line
with the Communist thesis that the new proposal should bring a quick end to
the Korean impasse, there has been little abatement of Pyongyang'!s virulent
anti-American propaganda, The recently dormant charge that U,N, forces are
preparing a major offensive to redeem President Eisenhower's pre-election
pledge has been revived, and the charge has been countered by the promise
that the Koreans and Chinese will eventually drive the enemy out of the
country. : '
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NORTH KOREA

U,S, Retains Aggressive Designs: Pyongyang broadcasts on the general scope
of the war contain no assumption of an end to hostilitles; instead they
warn North Koreans of "ever=greater hardships to be overcome before ulti=-
mate victory is won." Govermment concern that the population may relax

its war effort in response to the new peace moves is implied in the free~
quent warnings that the enemy "retains" its aggressive designs on the
Fatherland, Pyongyang'!s warning that the people "must be prepared to deal
with any encmy move anyvwhere at any ®ine" is similar to that voiced late
last year in anticipation of an Eisenhowere~inspired U.N, offensive,

Although warning of a continued struggle, Pyongyang reassures its listemers
of the consistent Communist support for peace as exemplified in the
Stalinist peace policy carried on by Malenlov, Molotov!s endorsement of
the Chou=Kim peace proposals is cited as "another indication” of this same
policy. . ' .

Pyongyang denounces South Korean opposition to a truce and uses the occa-
sion to repeat the familiar refrain that the "puppets" need the war to re=
tain their power and fulfill their greed, South Korean resistance .is
ridiculed, however, and there is no attempt to picture the opposition as
a serious obstacle to possible agreement.
References to the North Xorean release of British and French internees and
broadcasts of interviews with these internees prior to their departure are
apparently designed to foster the impression of correct and humanitarian
treatment of captives by the.North Koreans, A NODONG SIMMUN editorial exe
plicitly contrasts this evidence of North Korean humanity with the bare
barity displayed by the Americans in the prison camps under gheir control,
A '
Farm Shortages and Political Indoctrination Claim Attention? With the
spring farming season at hand, Pyongyang devotes increasing attention to
the needs of agriculture, Shortages of manpover, éraft animals, ferii-
lizer and 1ools remain, and comment urges the extensive use of mutual=-aid
and oxen teams to accomplish necessary plowing and sowing. Special atten=
tion is given to the use of "superior seeds" and a Seed Adminiztration
Office is to be established to coordinate the raising and distribution of
superior seeds under a single State plan, Responsibility for implementing
this plan is vested in agricultural experts who are instructed to substi=
tute Soviet agricultural theory and experience for the "unscientific®
Japanese methods,

Peasant resistance to the new methods is. foreseen and intensive publicity
is planned to overcome this, The political unreliability of the peasants
a8lso apparently remains a problem, for "polltlcally matube® laborers,
clerical workers and army perconnel who are to assist in farm work are
urged to use rest periods and evening hours to carry out indoctrination

of the peasants, Despite the apparent backwardness of the farm population,
the Government apparently is more interested in appeasement than in coer=
clon, as demonstrated by the admonition to worker teams to learn the needs
and wilshes of the farmers so that the Government mey respond quickly,
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State Encourages Supplemental Urban F ¢ North Korean awareness of
the difficulties workers face in provid a secure livelihood is indie
cated in a recent Cabinet decree calling for encouragement of farming
and sideline activities for employees of State bureaus, cooperatives,
and other concerns, These activities are deemed importent in raising
the real wages of the people, in supplementing their food supply and im-
proving their livelihood, The organizations concerned are instructed to
take active steps to assist this activity by acquiring farms, ranches
and production facilities, Further evidence of the Government's concern
1s revealed in the order that all province-operated ranches are 1o be
turned over to major mine and industrial establishments for operation.:
by the concerned employees, These measures also seem designed to overw
come possible transportation and distribution difficulties by making each
urvan unit as self-sufficient as possible, '

Deference Pald §ov1§% Progress, Assistance: Comment on the Soviét Union
continues to stress the achievements, largely technical, achieved under
the LeninwStalin leadership and seems designed to reassure the Korean
people concerning the strength of their benefactor. Soviet assistance to
North Korea is highly lauded an the anniversary of Stalint's gift of 50,000
tons of flour, the only specific ingtance of Soviet ald to Korea explicitly
broadcast during the past year. In contrast to the consistent attention
paid to Stalints gift of flour is the brief mention of Soviet assistance
in the form of "thousands of tons of chemical fertilizer,” 400 tractors
and other Soviet equipment, This mention occurs in comment on spring
farming preparations and no special attention 1s given to receipt of the
ald, It seems possible that the equipment and fertilizer were delivered
some time ago, for recent receipt off a gift of this size would ip all
likelihood have received extensive propaganda exploitation,

Officisl Messages Signed by Vice Foreign Minister: The exchange of megsages

between North Korean and Hungarian officials on the occasigh’of the anniver-
sary of Hungary's liberation during World War II reveals that Vice Foreign
Minister Lee Tong Kun continues to sign officlal Foreign Ministry documents.
Pyongyang broadcasts have given no indication of Pak Hun Yong!s whereabouts,
but Lee Tong Kun is still referred to as the Vice Minister and has evie
dently not replaced Pak officially,

SQUTH KORFAs Pusan Requests Full Voice in Koresn Setflement

South Korean reection to the peace propcsals ard to the specific problems
of repatriation is largely confined to broadcasts.of the official resolu=-
tions and announcements released by the Govermment, the National Assembly
and by various officials, Early reaction stressed the minimum conditions
advocated by South Korea for an armistice, which included the unification
of the country, Later comment, however, dealt with various conditions
surrounding the question of repatriation, including requests for the re-
turn of "kldnapped” South Korean civilians and National Assemblymen, Full
citizenship was offered to North Korean prisoners who resist repatriation.
Concern over the possibility that the Republic of Korea may not be accorded
a full and official voice in all transactions secms paramount in all come

ment, however,
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