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KOREA: A LARGE ABSOLUTE.MAJORITY SUPPORTS MEE NEW GOVERNMERT

According to, Moscow, the eleotions on 25 August resulted not only in an almost

unanimous vote for the proSoviet candidates in northern Korea, but also in a

large majority veto for the comparable group in southern Korea so that the

picture of popular support for the "peoplets" candidates-in Korea as a wholen.

is truly overwhelming. Pyongyang gives the northern VottfoXathecandideU- -

Am or4e. In every major respect, the description of this election parallels

the standard pattern for describing elections within the Soviet Union itself.

As for eouthern Korea, it is claimed that duringthe weoks preceding 25 August

a large majority of the people actually voted for the "Congress of Representa

tives of the People of Southern Korea," in spite of "brutal persecution and

terror" by the Syngman Rhee Government. Thea, on 25 August, this body in turn
met in Keisu, "with tremendous emotion, in a solemn atmosphere," to cast ballots

for the southern Korean delegates to the Supreme Peoplets Assembly.

The two-keynotes of the campaign, as represented for example.by Kim Il Sungls
final.speech and bythe resolutionS'Of.the4ongress in-Keisu, were unity and''
"democracy." The stress on national unity:is quite comparable, now,with the

Soviet stress on.it in the German context.

a. "All Civ1Rihts ... Elections Equal, Direct, and by Secret Ballot"!

MoscoW itself does not publicize the elections very heavily in monitored
broadcasts. The only two available transmissions are a Linetsky commentary
on both elections and a TASS report dovering only the events in South Korea.
lanetsky also gives primary stress to the latter; after describing at some
length how in the south the elections were held undor conditions of "per-
secution," he contrasts these conditions with those in the North: "How differ
ent the,conditions under which the elections were held in Northern Koreal Here
the people enjoy all civil rights. This is why the elections'to the Supreme
Popular Aseembly have been general, equal, and direct, and by secret ballot."
In other words, he attributes to North Korea the same civil rights--even
aprarently in a western sense of the word--whibh are occasionally also
attributed to elections within the Soviet Union itself. And, as in radio
discussions of Soviet elections, he never attempts.to discuss or explainaway
tho seemingly paradoxical fact that there was only one list of candidates.

Pyongyang, on the other hand, is voluminous in its comment on and reporting
of the elections;. 'Aasihere too there is a striking parallel with Soviet f

electionreporting. It is asserted that more than 99 percent of the
eligible voters cast their votes, and that 'more than 97 percent of them.were
cast for "the candidates." As in the USSR, the elections were held "in the
midst of tremendous emotion and joy. There was "great patriotic fervor." And,
just as. Stalin is alWays elected unanimously in the districts privileged to
vote for him, so Kim Il Sung is said to have received literally 100 percent of
the votes in his, own district.

b. Seven Million (out Of 5.6 Million) Voted in the South: Moscow and Pyongyang
44 not quite agree as to how great a majority of the eouthern Koreans.voted
for the :Congress of Representatives, but they agree that the majority was over
whelming. According to Pyongyang (in Korean, 30 August 1945) 6.:,7 million
out of 5.6 eligible Voters "bravely and fervently" participated, in defiance
of:official "terrorism." Aceording to Mescow (perhapS only.rounding the
figUre) the number was 7 million: (TAS$ 4nglish Norse.to North America,.

According to  MOSCOW, tho eleat ions on 25 August rcsulted. not only in  nn almost 
unanimous vote f o r  the pro-Soviet candidates i n  northern Korea, bu t  also i n  a 
l u g e  majority voto f o r  thc  comparable group in southern Korea - so t h t  t h e  
p i c t u r e  o f  popular support f o r  the  trpeopleIstr candidates i n  Korea as a whole,, . 
i s  t r u l y  overwhelming, Pyongyang gives t h c  northern VO%G -fox&ho oadi&ate - 
the  star,dard pa t te rn  for describing clactions within the  Sovict Union i t s e l f .  
As f o r  southern Korea, i t  i s  claimed Ghat during tho weoks preceding 25 AugUst 
a large majority of t h e  people ac tua l ly  voted f o r  the ItCongress of  Represcnta- 
t i v e s  o f  the People o f  Southern Xorea,n i n  s p i t e  of b r u t a l  persecution and 
t e r r o r "  by the  Syngman Rhee Government. Then, on 25 August, t h i s  body i n  t u r n  
met i n  Xeisu, ''with tremendous emotion, i n  a solemn atmosphere," t o  cast  b a l l o t s  
f o r  the aouthern Korean delegatee t o  the  Supremo People 's  Assembly. 
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The two keynotes o f  the  campaign, as repreoeated f o r  e m p l e  by K i m  I1 Sung's 
final speech and by t h e  r w o l u t i o n s  of  the (hgross i n  Kcisu, were uni ty  and' 
I'democracy." 
Soviet s t r e s s  on i t  i n  the German context, 

The s t r e a s  on n s t i o k l  uni ty  i s  qui te  comperablo, nov,with the 

a. 
Moscow i t s e l f  docs i o t  publicizo the  elect ions very heavily i n  monitored 
broadcasts. Tho only two ava i lab le  t rmsmissions a r c  a Linotsky comentary 
on both elect ions and a U S S  report  covering only the evcnts i n  South Korea. 
Linetsky also gives  orimary s t r e s s  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ;  a f t e r  doscribing at some 
l ength  how in  the  south the  elect ions were held undor conditions of "per- 
secution,fl  he contrasts  these conditions with those i n  tho North: nHow differ-  
ent t h e  conditions u d o r  which the elect ions were hold i n  Northern K o r e a 1  Here 
t h e  people enjoy a l l  c i v i l  r ighte.  
Popular Assembly have been general ,  equal, and d i r e c t ,  and by secret  b a l h f . "  
In  other  words, he a t t r i b u t e s  to North Korea t h e  same c i v i l  rights--oven 
apparently in a western sense of the word-which a r e  occasionally a l s o  
a t t r i b u t e d  to  e lect ions within t h e  Soviet Union i t s e l f .  

tho seemingly paradoxical fac t  tha t  there  was only one l i s t  of candfdatos. 

Pyongyang, on the othcr hand, i o  voluminous i n  i t s  comment on and report ing 
of thc  olections;  hod hare too there  i s  a s t r i k i n g  p a r a l l e l  with Soviet r 
election-roporting. 
e l i g i b l e  voters cast  t h e i r  votes, and that more than 97 percent o f  then woro 
cas t  f o r  Rthc  clandidatas.tr As in the  USSR, t h e  olections were held the 
midst o f  tremendous emotion and j o y .  There was a t r i o  t i c  f orvor. 1' And, j u s t  as S t d i n  i s  always elected unanimously i n  %:%sfricts pr ivi leged t o  
vote  f o r  h i m ,  s o  K i m  I1 Sung in said t o  have received l i t e r a l l y  100 pr rcent  of  
the votes i n  his own d i s t r i c t .  

b. 
60 no t  qu i te  agree as t o  how gr&t a majority o f  the southern Koreans votcd 
f o r  t h e  Congrcss o f  Reprcsentativos, but they agrcc t h a t  the majority was over- 
whelming. 
out of g.6 e l iBlb le  voters  ttbsavely and fcrvontlytf  par t ic ipa ted ,  i n  defiance 
of o f f i c i a l  "temorlsrn." According t o  Moscow (perhaps oply roundinf: tho 

I f A l l  Civu-Ri&ts; ... Elections Equal, Direct ,  and by Secret B a l l o t n r  -- - 

Tihis i s  why the elect lons t o  t h e  Supremo 

And, as i n  radio 
7 discussions of  Soviet e lect ions,  he never attempts t o  discuss o r  explain away 

It i s  asser ted tha t  more than 99 percent o f  t h e  

Seven Million (out of S . 6  Xi l l ion )  Voted in  the  South: Moscow and Pyongyang 

According t o  Pyongyang ( i n  Korean, 30 August 1948) 6 ;7  mill ion 

t.h? number Was 7 mtllion, (TASS, in  English Morse t o  North America, 
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26.Auttlet 19.1.1,0 In 04theP 0001.1U0,4g000r-itil ift1.0**:".
no.rbarotiti. ii.144e400, oupppoiitOn* -torrtriem and 44.8%000(3.414'.
to Kim SuAg., chara6terited .the.,atfiOial oppOftio to tho.Voting,: Tha.
Korean people "rose 14 unison i4 t4e UndOrgroU44 el:eetien*Ltts

c. flA :Centracrean P.OvertrAenti.:.4k.,t4e.17414e C17 thelbirty 14111.144 Ar.644.

.PcotleUz Kim Il practicaifr in4O m&47*fordethat:t441.46W..tO:ten.
ment get, up by theas, methods win golern.sal of Korea* , S.

.:.:;".Thas, the true,..legitimate representatives Of the.thirty.million

.people, elected in Ouch 6 manner.tr 134 ab'solUteMajority'.of.the..6I40120:.
.Vo.ters.of Polith and North Koreaftwill. Create 4 true... Iegititate. suPrethe '

.1Corea4 legipla4Ve Organ, form &central:Korean GovernMenti andlhen,in,
1.11 thetate ot the thirty Million Korean people:. shOUldering the.
'destiny' of.the fatherland and the peopla, With. ;al the Government ...

powers of the fatherland held. in the henda.otthe..KOrean people, will
protacit the rights and interdsta of thefatherland-andthe:peOPle,14.
(Pyotigiafig;:.'iM Xciriaan., 23. Augatit 194) '

Strong words are also used in the slogans issued for the SuPreme Korean
Peoplels Assemblyt "Let us smash the anti...popular, reactionary puppet

government fabricated by the South Korean reactionaries undor the control
of the American imperialists." (PYeng7ang, in Xoreent 30 August 194a)
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