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! ' ‘ SECURITY INFOXMATION

: ' . CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
' | 6 May 1953

' NOTICE TO HOLDERS OF NIE-20, “COMMUNIST CAPABILITIES
AND PROBABLE COURSES OF ACTION IN KOREA,” publ!shed _
3 Aprll 1953 ‘

SUBJECT: CHANGESIN ANNEXD AND MAP

The Intelligence Advisory Committee has noted the apparent incon-
sistency between data in Annex D to NIE-80 and data in the reference
. legend on the Map in that estimaté, and has appreved the changes below:

ANNEX D

1. Referencc column headed “Combal Radius (Nautlcul Miles)".
Révise heading to read "Maximum Combat Radius at Hest Operating
Altltude (Na.utlcal Miles)" and revisc figures for MIG 15 as follaws

1604 2251 :
8ip* 360’

2. Revise Footnote (2) toread; “With two external 4 66 gal, tarlks

L MAP _
3. Reference legend in lower rigbt-hand'corner. Revise to read as

follows (arcs on map should be changed accordingly) : RANGES RADII
.of AIRCRAFT OPERATING FROM COMMUNIST BASES

1. 66 105 nautical mllﬁs—MIG 15 with two 550-pound
bombs, and internal fuel only* -

2. 186 110 nautical miles — MIG-15 with no ‘added arma-
ment, and internal fuel only *

3. 340 255 nautical miles— MIG-15 with two 70-galien
- - G6-gallon wing tanks, and no added armament *

4. 690 nautical miles — I1-28 jet light bomber with a 4,400-
pound bomb load, at 32/40,000 fcct.

« Strafing mission with Aight out and retarn at best aititude.

SRET
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SICURITY NFORIATICN
CENTRAL INTELLIGE FCE AGEECY

© 74 .f\p"il 1953

‘JEMORAIDIM FOR THE INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY CQS TITER

SUBJECT: IE-80: Commmist Capabilities and Probablo Cou:cnm
' of Action in Korea ‘

1. The Director oi‘ Intelligence, USAF, hns nated that
thero 1z an dppnrent Inconsistency botroen dota in Amox D
4o IIS-£0 ond dats in tho rcf”rr nce lopond on the rin-x in thnt
catlmate, .

2. ’I‘no attached chonges have been propoced br tho Alr
Toree Yo bring Anrox D ond t.ha Inp in 15.1,9. : .

3. sFlenco lot rs_have your Concwricnee (or n:n—'-onmxrrcnco)
by ‘10(3‘10..,:105', 20 April

PAUL A, DOREL
P/Acrt. Diroctor/Adn,
 Iatlonnl Estimates

: Diﬁ#‘ri‘nﬁt ion ‘“'A"
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H\OT‘OSED CHANGES I ARITEX D MTD HaPp JTL-BG
COEUMIST CAPABILITIS AiD IMODATLE COURSLS OF ACTION IH KCH.! *

AATEX D

1. TRoference colwm headad "Combnt, Radius (I’autical
Iles)¥, Neviso.heading to read Mladrum Comitmt Radius ot
Best, Orerating Altitndo (Ik\ut.icnl Idlos)" and rovise i‘iru:"e':
for IJIG-l) an Tolloun:

w60t g2sl
2158 342

2, [Rovige Footroto ('2) to rc'nd- "ith tio oxtarnal
'FB %6 [’33 tonlo®, .

AP

-

3. Refaronce logond in lmrcr ripht-hand cornor, Daviso
to read np follevn (arca on ran shomld ‘be chungod nocordingly):,
RANESS RADII of ATRCIAFT OIERATTIG FROM CGTIIU'JIST DASDS

1, 95 104 ramtical nilos ~ MIG-15 vith two 550—po1md
bomba, nnd m,crml fuol onlys -

2, 'IG‘S RAJY) mmuical rmilos - ITIG-].) uith no nddrd
arnament, and intornel fuel onlyS

3, 240 255 nuatiend milea - ]TT(V—J.) with tun FR-meilen
g(»;_gugg wing tanks, and no added nxrmpmbl

A, 690 noutical mea ~ I1-28 Job ) dpht bembor with
a I.,AO(‘:—-potmd bombh lond, :!t 3—]}0 000 fook,

Straling mioslon with [light ont m-ul robnm nf bas i n]Htm]o.

»

LT
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COMMUNIST CAPABILITIES AND PROBABLE COURSES
OF ACTION IN KOREA THROUGH 1953 -

. THE PROBLEM -

To estimate Commumst ca.pnbxhties and probable courses of act:on in Korea

through 1953,

CONCI.USIONS

b 1 The Commumst nuhta.ry potential in
" the. Korean area has grown steadily since
.- the initiation of cease-fire negotiations in
‘. mid-1951. ‘Troop strength has more
" than doubled and logistic support has
. been substantially improved. Jet fighter
. strength has more than tripled. An esti-
i .- mated 100 jet light bombers have been
.. introduced in Manchuria. Combat etfec-
©  tiveness of Communist mihtary forces has
i " improved and is now telieved to range
- -~ from good to ex_cellent. A highly organ-
. . ized, well-integrated defensive zone ex- .
: “tends possibly 15 to 20 miles to the rear
i -of present battle positions.
‘- - fled areas heve been constructed in rear -
" of this zone and are being improved and

Many forti-

expanded

.. 2. The. Commumst Air Force in Chma
* (CAFIC) ! currently has the capabnlity of
seriously challenging UNC daylight air .

operations under conditions of good visi-

" bility over North Korea. - It aiso has the
. capability of expanding CAFIC air oper-

. "The term CAFIC is. meant to Inelnde North

Korean nlr unlls and Soviet unlis which nre
believed Lo be opernting wlth the (.-hlnc«: Com-
munm. Alr Force.

"4, Political

ations into UN-held tegrntory and adJa- .
ceni waters. If the Communists sup- -
ported a major ground offensive by cxer-
cising the maximum capabilities of the .
CAFIC over the entire Korean theater of
operations and UNC supporting 'bases,
and ‘achieved optimum success in these -

- operations, the enemy might place the-_

UNC forces in Korea in jeopardy.

3. The enemy is capable of launching a -
major ground and/or air attack with lit-.

tle or no warning. On balance, current .
Communist “military, diplomatic, "and .

‘propaganda activities do not indicate

that the Communists intend to Jaunch
large-scale ground or air Operntnons in.,'
the near future. o

‘and economic t:ondif.ions
within. North- Korea and Communist
China are not exerting compelling pres-

sure on the Commumsts to conclude an

armislice in Korca

5. We believe. that clunng the pcrmd of -
* this estimate Sino-Sovict cooperation in’
Korea will not be materially recuced by

_ frictions and conflicling intercsts,
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6. The .Communists probably estimate
that the Korean war exerts a divisive in-

fluence on the Western Powers and that

at least during the period of this esti--
. mate the JUN/US is unlikely to eommit
" the military strength in the Far East
. 'necessary to drive the Communists from

Korea. At the same time the Commu-

" ‘nists probably believe that the UN/US

.- will take actions during the period of this
" estimate which will increase the costs
. 'and risks of the Korean war for the Com-
: munists.

7. We believe that dunng the penod of
! this estnmat,e the Communists will seek
' fo maintain strong military pressure in
' Korea while retaining a primarily de-

fensive posture. At the same time, the

" Communists will continue (o build up

their military strength in the Korea- -
Manchuria area in order to be in a posi-

tion to exploit, any advantage which

‘might develop br to counter possible UN/

Us mtens:ﬁcatnon or expans:on of the “
war. o R

'8, We believe that so long as the mnimry:', N

stalemate in Korea conlinues, the Com-
munists are unlikely to make coneessions =
on the POW issue ‘to secure an armi- .

_stiee :

9. We believe that the Communist objec- o
tive to gain -control of all Korea will re-

main unchanged. We also believe, how-
- ever, that the Communists desire to avoid - -

general war over the Korean issue and.
that Communist courses of -action in.

- Korea will be dct,crmmed by Commumst

global interests.

'DISCUSS_ION

" CAPABILITIES OF COMMUNIST
;" MILITARY FORCES IN KOREA

- Force Strengths

10. Ground Forccs Encmy ground forces in

" the Korcan area have grown steadily in per-
.- sonnel strength since the initiation of armil-
" stice negotiations in mid-1951, and currently -
are more ithan double Lheir mid-1951 strength. .

STRENGTH OF ENEMY GROUND FORCES

~ IN KOREA®
July 1951 July 1952 Mnrch 1953
North Korecan 230 000 - 267 000 204 000
Chinese . ) o
. Communist - 21’2000 . 680.000 834.000
- TOTAL " 502,000 947.000 © 1,130,000

"In addition to the Chinesc Communist forees
- in Korea, therc arc about 255, 000 Chincse
’ Communist. troops-in Manchuria and 129,000

By way bt compatison, Uniled Natlons Command
{UNC! ground force strength In mid-1951- was
ahout 418000, UNC ground [orcc sl.rcngl.h at
present is about 513,000.

in North China. These forces could be used :
in Korea should a situation develop which.

Tequired rapid, substantial Cominur_uist rein- -

forcement of thelr current forees. .

- 11. The combat - cfTectiveness and- momlc of
Communist ground units in Korca is judged
to range from good to excellent. Major pro- : -
grams of rcorganization, re-cquipment, and .-
reinforcement, particularly in armor, artitlery,. -

“and antlaireraft artillery units, have resulted

in substantially increased enemy fire power.
In recent months, improvements have been
noted in the cnemy's ecmployment of field and -
AA artiflery and in training, as evidenced by = -

#EE-37, “Probable Effeets on the Soviet Bloc of

Certaln Courses of Actlon Directed at the In- " .

ternai and External Commeree of Communist |

China™ {dated 9 March 1953, concludes that -
" naval ‘blockade of Communist China, 'In con- .

Junctlon with large-xcnle and sustalned alr and -

naval homhardment of key Chinese Communilst.

transportation lines. would not In itsell Induee |
the Communists to accept a Korean scttlement
on present UN terms, . :

TOP—GECRET
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.be'ttcr leadership and tactical use of troops,.

partjcularly in small unit tactics. There has
been an Increased emphasis on the use of fire
and maneuver and less emphasis on “human
sea” tactics.

© 12, The Communist loglsuc pos:t:on in Korea
"has improved . during - the long semi-static
_‘period since the beginning of armistice nego-
- tiations. Although UNC operations against
. lines of communication in North Korea have
*. made’ Communist re-supply efforts difficult,
" ‘the enemy has been able, though at consid- °
- erable cost’in eflort and equipment, to trans-
‘port sufficlent supplies to.meet his combat

requirements and to create stockpiles.. It is

“'estimated that the enemy now has stockpiled
" in Korea sufficient supplies to support about

35 days of offensive operations. However, be-
cause of a limited transport capability for sup-

-port of his attacking echzlons, the enemy

probably would not be able to sustain a large-

‘scale offensive for more than 10 to 14 days.
1t should be noted, however, that the enemy's .

build-up in military strength in North Korea

L has brought an accompanying increase in his

i+ lugistic requirements. Thus, effective logis-
tic supjiori of a major sustained offensive.
-~ would now necessltate, more than at any time
~..in the past, a steady- ﬂow of suppl]es to for-
*“ward areas.

13. Air Forces.

- ——

. 1951,

3. "The Communist Alr Force in
China (CAFIC)* has grown steadily since the

. Initiation of truce negotlations in mid-1951.
"It Is estimated that the enémy's jet fighter

strength has more than  tripled since mid-
In addition, CAFIC strengih has been
increased in recent months by the introdue-
tion of 1L-28 jet light bombers, an estimated

'* 100 of which are now in Manchuria, |

: ESTIMATED CAFIC TO L E STRENGTH'

July July Febrviry -

: 1951 1952 1953 ]
Jet Fighter 400 1.300 1.400
* . Jet Light Bomber 100
Other Typoa © 600 800 850
Total ~ 1,000 2,100 2,250

*The term CAFIC }« meant to Include North
Korean alr units and Soviet units which nre

belleved to be operating with the Chinese Com- -

. munists.

" Of the present total combat strength of 2,350,
" approximately 1,460 combat aireralt (includ- -

Ing 1,000 jet fighters and the 100 IL-28 jet -
light bombers) are bcllevcd to be in the North
Korea-Manchuria area. The remaining com-
bat aircraft {including over 300 jet fizhters) .

“ are believed to be in China proper, based pri- -

marily around Peiping, Sllanghm
and Hsuchou. :

14. By US cmcria, CAFIC fighter unifs are

.Canton,

believed to be reaching a fairly high standard

of combat’ efficiency. - There has been a steady

- improvement in. enemy air tactics and, al-

though the degree of individual enemy pilots
aggressiveness has fluctuated periodically, the
proliciency and aggressiveness of enemy -
fighter pilots. by US standards is considered
*good” at the present time. - The most serious -
current CAFIC weakness is Its deficiency in
ali-weather and night-interception capability. -
Although the CAFIC has been able to main-
tzin sustained air activity over the past year,
the average CAFIC daily sortie rate, based on
sightings by UN aircraft, appears to bé only a

* fraction of the number of sortics possible with

the total alrcra[t bcllevcd to be available

15. Alrficld consiruction and rcpair has been : .
underway in North Korea since June ‘1950,
At present, there are approximately 33 air- -

. ﬂelds in North Korea which are or- could be-‘ K

¥ Present actual strength of CAFIC units 1s not‘-.'
_known, but most units are belleved to be near -
their nuthorized strength, .Table of Organiza- -
tion and Equipment strength 1s.ised 23 the basirs

. Ior ‘estimation of CAFIC strength since it is con-

sidered that prlor to any dellberate’ Communist
expanslon of the alr war the USSR probably
" would provide the CAFIC with suflclent alreraft
“to bring any understrength unlts to thelr full .
TO & E complement. Sce Annex A and Annex B
for a tabular and graphlc presentation of Com-
munist alr strength sinece the outbreak of the
" . Korean war, together with a strength foreeast
through the perfod of this cstimate. Bee An-
nex C fcr a tabular presentation of &-wiet Far
. East alr strength, and Annex D for CAFIC and
Soviet Alr Force alreraft performanee .chatac- .
_ leristies. By way of comparison, the actual
UNC alr strenpeth In mid-1951 was about 860 nir-
-eraft, the majority of -which were piston type,
Thie actunl UNC alr strenszth at present is about
1.710 aireraft, of which npproxlmnbely 775 are
Jet fighters.

TOPr—956-R-5-T
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.-the . Korcan war.

' come suitable. for military opérations. Of

these, there.arce cight airficlds which could

" within a short time be capable of handling

sustained jet operations.  Within Communist

. China, an Inlensive airficld repair and [acili-
* tles bulld-up has produced a good system of

~ alrfields capable of handling all types of air-
.craft now available to the CAFIC.

* churia, the recently developed air [acilities are

In Man.

so tocated as to provide excclicnt bases for the

“air defense of Manehuria, and the ten jet air- ..

ficlds in the Antung ‘Mukden complex are so
located as to pcrmit Communist jet fighters to
strafc — but not to bomb — forward UN in-
stallations .

16. The CAFIC is almost wholly dcpendcnt'

upon the USSR [or logislical support, includ-

_ing ajrcraft, fucl supplies, armament, and am-

munition. In addition, the USSR appears to

“be providing advaneed pilot training within

the USSR for CAFIC pilots, and Sovict per-

' "sonnel may be excreising operational control '
] ‘.of the CAFIC, elther directly or indirccl.ly

' 19. Naval Forces.

There has

Korcan Navy, with motor.torpedo boats and

" other small naval vesscls, as well as naval
- ordnance, mines, POL, radar and deck and
" mincsweeping gear.

No Soviet submarines
arc known to. have been transferred. The

.Chinese Communists and the North XKoreans

are probably reeciving Soviet guldance and
trnlning in. nnval warlare and coastal delense.

. .Over-All Military Capabilities -

19. Ground Forces. There are currently de-

" ployed in North Korea approximately 19 Chl-

* Sec attached map. .

‘The' small prewar North-
Korcarn -Navy, was largely destroyed carly in
Except for a substantial -
" capability for minclaying, ifs present. effec.
" tiveness Is  insignificant,
~ ‘Chinese Communist. Navy consists of about
7100 ships, including 42 amphiblous vésscls..
i."The Chinese. Commuriist Navy has increased
-0 its effectiveness in the past year..
:"” been no indication to date of Chinese Com-
:munist naval ald to North Korea.

"< 18. The USSR is supplying the Chinese Com-
" - munist Navy, and to a lesser extent, the North

The opecrational -

. nese Communist -armies and 5-North Korean

corps. Artillery, rocket launcher, and ar-

- mored units arc attached to infantry divisions.

Approximalely 300,000 . of Lhese forces are

‘either engaged in or immediately available for.

coastal defensc operations, Thc bulk of this’

force s disposed in ihe coastal arcas where
“amphiblous operations might be anticipated.

The Communists have been engaged in the
strengthening of their coastal and front-lire
defenses since 1951.° " A highly organized, well-
integrated defensive zone cxtends possibly 15

-to 20 miles to the rear of present battle posi-
tlons. Many - fortificd. arcas have been con-

structed in rear of this zone and are being

-improved and cxpanded. = A delensive zone is’

believed to cxist sllghtly to the rear of the,
forward - fortificd arca and a third zonc has
becn reported across the waist of Korea: Re-
ports indicate extensive employment of en:

* trenchments, wire, mines, and ‘roadblocks in:.
. alldefensive arcas. Strong ficld fortificatiohs .

have been constructed in depth along present.
front lines and along the cast and west coasts.
Logistical reserves have been substantlally
improved in these arcas. :

20. At the prcsent. tlme and under prcsent‘
conditions of limited air support, Communist -

ground forces in Korea have thc rollowing-'

capabiliucs

a4 A large-scalc offensive, with littlc or no’
warning; :

b. Limited-objective oﬂenslves .
¢. Defensc In depth overa prolonged period; -

d. Limited gucmlld opcrations 1n South
Korca. .

21. Air Forces. The CAFIC eurrcntly: has thc
capability of scrlously challenging UNC day-
light air operations under conditions of good

-visibility over North Korea and of cxpanding-

CAFIC air opcrations into UNM-held territory
and adfaeent watlcrs. CAFIC enpabltliices ap-
pear to have been greatly inereased during the
past six months by the conversion of two lght
bomber regiments in Manchuria to 11-28 jet
lignt  bombers. The maximum estimated
combat radius of the IL-28 is such that by

— . _ | _
|
|
i
i
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i .~ -Manchuria to the Sovict frontler.
' - sive radar nct has been developed in the
¢ Korea-Manchuria arca.
! . considerable progress made, present Commu-

- staging from Southern Manchuria bases the
- .CAFIC could ldaunch attacks -throughout

South Korea and part of Japan}

22, "The CAFIC doés not have the present ca- .

pability, however, of challenging UNC air

. " operations under conditions of poor visibility
-~ and has only a limited all-weather capability.
. . CAFIC capabilities against UNC ground [orces
. and installations arc presently limited by the

lack of operational jet-fighter installations in

-Korea [rom which short-range attacks, em-

ploying bombs or napalm, could be mounted.

The CAFIC has not yét demonstrated the

capability of caitying out cither cflective atr-

ground support operations or effective high-
' alutude bombing by jet aircraft. ‘

©. 23, Communist. air defense capabllules In
' ' Korea;, Manchuria, and to a.lesser extent in
. China proper have considerably increased’
* _ during the past year.as a result of Intensive
i effort. A visual observer and or radar air
;" warning nct has been established which pro-
vides almost complete. coverage along the

China coast from Halnan Island through
An exten-

However, despite the

nist radar control and communications facili-
tics are not believed capable of opcrating

‘effectively against mass or saturation . raids.

Communist antlaireraft fire in North Korea

" has continued to increase in volume and ac--
. curacy over the past year and now includes

some use of radar-controlled scarchllghts and

"guns, -The Communists have an estimated
1,000 jct fighters "in the North Korcan-

Manchurian arca and have the capability in
this area of making a vigorous fighter defense
against ‘UN air attacks under conditions of
daylight and good visibility. However, these
fighter defense capabilities are severely limited
by darkness and poor vistbility. Elsewhcere in
Communist China, the CAFIC may be able to

. deploy enough aircraft for defense of selected

" *See atlached map. 10L-28's are belleved to have

a combat celliny of 37.000 feet, apnraxinnte
~ maximum air speed of 450 knots, and bomb-lond
- eapnclty of up to 6,600 pounds,

123

specific-arcas against air attack but the pres-

ently avallable forces are too sparsely deployed
and other clemenis of the air defense system- .
arc too weak to prevent saturation of the air |
defense systein through simultancous attacks

against sevéral arcas, There is no indication.
that airborne intercept radar equ:pment is
available to the CAFIC

24 Combined Alr and Ground Capab:l:t:cs ]
I{ the Communists employed their maximum -
air capability simultancously with a major .
ground force offensive but restricted their air
activity to Communist-held- territory, they’
would interfere at least initially with UNC
close-support and interdiction opernuons. .
“This relicf from UNC air action against cnemy

. forward elements -and . LOC- would improve

considerably the enemy's opportunitics for.

_limited success. However, undcr these circums -

stances, Communist [orees would probably not -

“have the capability to cject UNC forees {rom -

Korea. If the Communists supported a major.

_ ground offcnsive by, sufprisc. attacks exercising -
‘their maximum atr capabilitics over the entire -

Korcan theater of opcratlons and UNC :sup- -
port bascs the enemy would cause consid-

- crable damage to UNC. jet airfield lnstallatlons

in the forward.arcas. In addition, such at~ .

~ tacks would divert some UNC alrcraft and AA
.weapons to purely defensive misstons.

fore, the ground force cnpabllltlcs would be

- enhanced in that their troop. movements and
- logistic c[l’ort,s wouid be under con.siderublyj'-

* InsuMeient Information ts nvnilnblc on which to
bafe a firm estimate of the maximum Number of
CAFIC alreraft which could be committed in the
initlal attnck of n major nir offensive, However,
assuming that units in the CAFIC are assigned
approximatecly 80 percent of their TO & E

 strength and that a sinnd-down inspection wns
wns held prior to n major alr offenslve, the
cnemy, without redeployment of alreraft, conld
possibly commit at present about 700 jet Ahters,
120 piston fighters, 40.jct lght bombers, and. 25
piston light bombers.  With redeployment, and
with the same assumptions ns above, these - -
ures would increase to about 050 jet fighters, 150

" piston fighters, 40 jet Heht bomhers: and 150

plston -Hght bombers, The sortle rate which
could be -susinined nfter an Inltinl alr strike is
estimated to Le 18 per month for cach Jof
fighter, and 15 per month for nll other types,

There-
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Iiglllcr alr aﬂack_s. Although no firm esti-
" mate can be made of the situation which

might ultimately develop under these circum-

~..stances, it is possible that il the Communists

supported a major ground offensive hy cxer-

~cising their maximum air capablhtle'i over the

entirc Korean theater of operations and UNC
supporting bases, and achicved oplimum suc-
cess in these operations, the enemy might

. - place UNC forces In jeopardy.

-25. Naval Forces.
~minclaying, North Korean navai capabilities

I P

‘mated war in Korea.
- stances
- would continue gradually to improve during

With the cxception of

continue -to be negligible. If ‘the Chinese
Communist Navy should enter the Korean
war, it would be capable of assxstmg the North
_Korcan Navy as follows:

a. Motor torpedo boat surprisc att.acks on

UN shlpplng in-the. coastal waters of the Yel-

low Sea.
b Laylng and sueening naval mines. -
.c. Suppiying up to1 ,000 trained submarine

g personnel. . :
_:-d. Providing amphibxous lift for a balanced
: [orce of 3 to 4 divisions in the coastal waters of
 the Yellow Sca, using conventional landing
-craft. -
: -sary {o condﬁct such opbratlons

Control of the sca and air are neces-

- 26. L:kely Trends in Enemy Military Capa-
.. .bilities in Korea."

- a, Under continucd cond:tions of a stale-
Under these circum-
Communist capabilitics. probably

the period of this ostimate. The cnemy is
capable of continuing the augmentation of
ground forces by the introduction of addi-
tional infantry, artillery, and armored units,

‘and of continuing the improvement of fire
power, tactlcal use of troops, and logistlc sup- .

port. - If the USSR contlnued to support the
CAFIC, the over-all capabllitics of the Com-

* munists would probably be significantly im-

proved and the threat to UN installations in

Korea would be increased. The Chinese Com-

. *The cffect of certaln. UN/US courses of actlon

on Communist capabilities In Korea 18 diseussed
In SE-3T, “Probabl Effcets on the Boviet. Bloe
of Certaln Courses of Actlon Dirccted at the In-
ternat and External Commerce of Communist
"China,” 9 March 1953, :

munist Navy Is believed capuable of absorbing
considerably more naval equipinent, including -
_small coastal submarines or coastal destroyers, -
than is now apparently being supplied them'

-. by the USSR. Whether or not such addi-’

tional Soviet support is given, Chinese Com--
munist naval capabilities for operations de-
scril»d in paragraph 25 would continue to
increase. ‘North Korvan naval capabilitics
would increase Lo a very modest extent,

b. In the event of a cease-fire in Korea.
The most significant trend likely to develop in
encmy capabilities under these circumstances .
-would be the rebuilding and rc-cqulpplng or K
North Korea’'s airfields.

Soviet Cupobnlmes to Iniervene in lhe .
. Korean War - '

27. Ground Forces.. It thc'Ussn should de-
clde to intervene 0pcnly in the Korean war, it .
could at the present time commit to:combat
within Korea an estimated 13 to 15 divisions . -
(215,000-250,000 troops) : within 30 to 60'days_ -
after .a deciston- had been. made to employ

these forces. ' No firm estimate can bhe made

of the Soviet forces avaiiabie for usc in Korca
in the event of full mobilization in the Soviet

. Far East.. The total Iorce under such circum-

stances would probably be substant.ially inex- -
cess of 13-15 divisions.

928. Afr Forces. The Sovict Far Eastern Air .
Force consists at present of an estimated. -
5,600 aircralt, including 1,760 jct fighters,.
320 jet light bombers, - 1,150 piston light
bombers, and 220 TU-4 ‘piston medium
bombers. It Is believed that available [acili- -
ties would allow deployment into the Korean
thealer of less than 20 percent of the above.
total strength. However, the Soviet alr forces -

. could launch air sirikes with approximately .

150 jet light bombers, 820 piston light bomb- .
crs, and 130 piston medium bombers from
present bases i1} the Southern Maritime and
Port Arthur arcas agalmt. UN lnqtnllatlom in
Korea and Japan -while maintalning an. air
defense of Soviet territory. The Sovict Far
Eastern Air Force could also provide an air-

“TO & E strength.  See Annex C. :

"r'c?—a-é-c-a.a.'n



http://thepaperlessoffice.org/about

4 Uy

borne Jift for 6,700 to 7,500 paratroops, or it

" _could lift 15,000 Lo 18,000 paratroops in an
‘operation extending over a -5-day period.

'29. Naral Forces.
strength in the Pacific area is cstimated to .
- be 321 surface vessels, the largest of which’
- are two heavy cruisers and 31 destroyers; and
. 93 submarines, of which 64 are modern types.
This [orce could be immediately cmnployed in .

Present Soviet naval

the Korean arca. Sovict naval avialion in

~..'the Far East (all shore-based and iricluded in
- Llotals given above for the Sovict Far Eastern

Air Force) is estimated (TO & ‘E) Lo consist
of 1,540 aircraft. - Ulilizing their presently.

! known number of 42 amphibious vessels, it is

.~ .estimated that the Sovicls couid provide am- -

" phibjous 1ift for a batanced force of 2 divi- -
. sions against the east coast of  Korea or -
- Japan. Utilization of

merchant  vesscls

would aﬁord an increased capabllity

30. L:lcely ‘I rends in Soviet Military Capabili-
ties in the Korean Area. No major changes

_f : d_ré expéctcd In Soviet Far East ground force
. Of naval capabilities during the period of this

{
|
i
|
i
I

estimate. ‘The eflecliveness of the Soviet Far
Eastern- Air Force will probably improve

through continued re-equipping of existing -
units with jet fighters and je{ light bombers,
" and through increased proficiency of fiying
personnel with respect to formation flying,
high altitude bombing, and long-range navi-
gation under both clear and restricted visi-

bility conditlons

PROBABLE COMMUNIST COURSES
OF ACTION IN KOREA

Sovnei Global Interests
31, In terms of Communist global 1n|.crests

<" the Korcan war has had both advantages and

disadvantages. On Lhe positive side, the war

‘has scrved to tic down US mitltary forces. has
~-created a source of tension between the US
. and its allics, and has provided a uscful focus
- and stimulus for-Communist propaganda and

other “forms of political warfare. On the

"_negative side, the war has been a drain on -

“the. resourecs of the USSR and Communist

. .-China and has provided a stimulus for main.

tnining the \West's rearmament  efforts.

- given the regime and the war effort.
-the increasingly effective totalitarian meas-
‘ures of the regime are almost certainly ade- -

Pl R E T - _ . 7

Moreover, the Communists probably estimate
that a closing out of the war by concessions
10 the UN would encourage the West to main-
tain a firm posilion on other issues of Lthe-
East-West conflict, would involve .a loss of
prestige, and might increase Communist mili- -

lary defections in the future.

32. Whether the Kremlin osllmal.és that So- .~

.viet Interests ip the Far Easl can be ad-

vanced by a prolongation or by a tcnnmation
of the war in Korea dcpcnds in large degree
on Soviet world-wide strategy, .The Kremiin'
probably would prefer to move toward the- -

" attainment of its objectives by means shorty_'

of pgeneral war, -While the Communist ag- -
gression in Koerca has. involved, throughout,

‘an inherent risk of general war, the Krcmtm o

has sought to limit its own role in the Korcan

‘war and has not sought to usc the war as

an cxcusc for Initiating broader hostilities.
The Kremlin appears desirous of avoiding -
general war over the Korcan issuc and for

- this reason would probahly prclcr cither a

continuation of the present situation or an -
armistice to a sprcad in hostilities that in it.s,
vlew would lead to gcncral war, .

Internal Conditions in Commumsi Chmo A
ond North Korea : o

33. Communist China. During “the Kurcan g
war, -Chinese ' Communist political controls
have bcen intensified.” Forced coliection of -
funds has been instituted in order to finance -

~the war and. the regime's internal programs:’
- These ecocrcive .measurcs have in all proba-

bility dee¢reased thé degree of willing suppott.. |
But -

quate to control any rcscntmcnl. which may
develop.

' 34, The cconomic and. political stralns‘ im."

posed on. Communist China by the Korcan
war arc probably less at present than they
were In 1950 and 1051. The 1ise in the in- .
dustriat aad agricuitural output of Commu- |
nist.China and-the strengthening of political
and cconomic vontrols have increased the re-
sources at the disposal of Lhe regime. - We

“TOP—EECRET
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B certainly have an inercasingly adverse effect
* on Internal conditions In North Korca.
~ever, this will probably have little Influence
" on Communist courscs of actlon in Korca be- ‘
causc the intcrcsts ‘of- the: North . Korean
’_-regime will continue to be subordinated to
' thc global or rcglonal interests or the USSR

35, North Korea.
- apparently exists in North Korea.
- the regime has claimed ‘a bumper crop for
1952, -food production and distribution have
. --apparently not met civilian and military re-
" quirements, and substantial assistance from
.. Communist China has been necessary. North
» Korean housing, industry, and clectric power
. have all been severely curtailed by UNC oper-
. atlons. In addition, major shortages exist in
‘consumer goods and In agricultural man-

TUT—356-R-E1 : 5

thercfare believe it unlikely that domestic {ac-

lors, -either cconomic or political. are placing
the Chinese Comnmunist regime  under any
immediate and demanding pressure to con-

clude an armistice in Korca. 3o long as the

USSR continues to furnish a large share of

the military cquipment and supplies for the

war and provides cconomle assistance, the
Chinese Communist war cffort, at current or.

even somewhat expanded levels, is not dikcly

to subject the economy to scrious strains.

A critical food situation

power. ' Accordingly, morale among the

“civillan population has continued to decline
- and there is-some cvidence of [actionallsm

within the regime. However, there Is no evl.
dence that resolutivn of the North Korean

‘regime or the morale of the Norih Korean
armed forces has becn. substantially weak-

cried.© A prolongation of the war will. almost

How-

Smo-Sovnet Cooperahon in Korea

. 36, “Although there is evidence of a recent tn-
~ercase’ In. Chinese Communist .influence in

North Korea, we believe that the USSR siiil -
.dominates North Korcan affairs.
* tion of primary influcnce In North Korea may

- The ques-

cventually have an adverse cffect upon Sino-
Soviet relations, but It is unlikely that sueh

‘rivalry will, during the period of this estimate.
have any major cffect upon Communlsl-

- 'c0urscs ol action in Korea.

. In . addition,

“Although -

_38. Military Indications.

37. Continuation of the Korcan war almost

- ecrlainly creates strains. In {ne Sino-Sovict

partnership. The war. undoubledly raiscs
the problems of the distribution of its burdens
between the two powers, Furthermore, the -
death of Stalin has probably created sémne’
uncertainties in the Sino-Soviet relationship..
Communist China's pgrowing
military and cconomic- dependence on ihe

" USSR probably poses other difficultics which

suld eventually place scrious strains on the -

- Sino-Soviet relationship. However, the con-

Nicting individua) interests and the frictions,
actual and potential, which may exist in .the

' Sino-Soviet partnership have not to date ham-

perced the cnemy’s effectlve eooperation:. in
Korca, and there is at the present time no
evidenee of changes In the Korecan policles of.
cither of the two powers.

linked to that ol the USSR and. has demon-
strated fts wlllingncss to subordinate- its im-
mediate interests to the broader objectlves it
shareés with the USSR. - Therefore, we Le-
licve that the effectiveness of Sino-Soviet co- - '
operation in Korea, at least during the permd ﬁ
of this cstimate, will nol. be mater ially
reduced.

Current Indications of Communis_t
Intentions in Korea B S
Present  Commu- -
nist military activities In the Far Easl indl-

cate a Communist, inlentlon to maintaln their. -

military commitment in Korca. While the.
nature of Communist military activities in

Korea suggests an immediate intention -to -
. continue defensive-type operations, the con—,

tlnucd bulld-up of both- ground and air .
strength of all types appears to nntldpnte'.”
the possibility of the resumptlon of full.scale -
ground flghting and an extcnslon ol aiz war-

fare. . :

39, lhdicatlons Jrom Commuiist Dip!a'r}m!i(:

Moves. Soviet and Chinese Communlst dip-
lomatic actions. whiie providing no conclustve ;'

_Indications of Communist courscs of action,

suggest an intention to continue the war In
Koren.  In particular, the Communists have |

'T'U'P'-S-B-G-m

Communist China -
- probably views its _securily as being closely. -
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liiccly to commit the mll_itnrjr strength in the _
Far East nccessary to drive the Communists -

-~ refused to make any concessions on the POW
-issue.’

Since the indefinite suspension of
truee negotiations at Panmunjom on 8 Octo-

 ber 1952, the Communists have not indicated

any readiness to compromise on their demand
for ~tetal repatriation” of POW's. This in-

" transigence was demonstrated- in the Soviet
" Unlon’s viol:nt- rejection of .the Menon Reso-

lution in-the ‘UN -Generat Assembly. The

. Moscow Sino-Soviet discussions and the Sep-

e e s

" intentions In Korea.

‘abillty to thwart these

tember 1952 Sino-Soviet exchauage of notes on
the retention of Soviet forces in Port Arthur
offer no conclusive indications of Communist
However, these cvenls
do indicate a Communist desire to impress

~'the West with the solidity of the SmoaSovzet
" allance, :

40. Propaga_nda Indications.
munist propaganda has indicated no disposi-
tion on the part of the Comniunists to accept
a truce on other than their own terms. The
main burden of recent Communist propa-

ganda has .concerncd itself with alleged US"

plans to extend the war and Communist
plans, However,
there has been no indication in Communist
propa anda of a major Communist ofIensive
in Korea. Chinese Communist propaganda
has stressed -that its internal economic pians
need not be disturbed and indeed can be
stimulatcd by a continuation of the Korcan
war

Probable Courses of Achon

41, The Communists .probably estlmatc that
the'Korean war exerts a divisive influence on
the Western Powers and that at least during
the perlod of this estimate the UN/US is un.

Recent Com- -

from Korea. At the same time the Commu- .
niists probabiy believe that the UN/US will -
take actions during the period. of -this esti-

mate which will inerease the costs and risks -
of the Korean war rcr ‘the Communistq

- 42. We believe ‘that durmg thc period of this

estimate the Communists will seek to main- :

- tain strong military pressure in Korea while

retaining a primarily defensive posture.. At
the same time, the Communists ‘will eontinue

‘to build up their military st.rcngth in the
- . Korea-Manchuria area in order to be in a -
position to -cxploit any 'advantage which' -

might develop or to counter possible UN/US !
intensification or expansion of the war. .

43. We believe that 'so long as the military °
stalemate in Korea eontinucs, thé.COmmu-.
nists are unlikely to make concessions on the.

'POW issue to secure an armistice.”

44. We believe that the Communist objective
to gain control of &l! Korea will remain un-'
changed. We also believe, however, that the
Communists desire to avoid general war over
the Korean fssue and that Communist
courses of action In Korea will be. dewrmined_‘
by Communist. global interests.

" 8E.37, “Probable Effects on thc Sovlet Bloc of
Certaln Courses of Action Directed at the In-
ternal and External Commeree of Communist
China” (dated 9 March 1953), concludes that a
naval blockade of Communist China, ‘In con-
junction with large-seale and sustalned air and
naval bombardment of key Chlnese Communist
transportation lnes, would not in itself Induce
the Communlsts to acecpt n Korenn mturmcnt
on prescnt UN terms.
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. ANNEX A

. THE ESTIMATED TO & E STRENGTH OF THE
COMMUNIST AIR FORCE IN CHINA

10

- TYPEOPF - | JuLy |
AIRCRAFT -1950 I

JuLY
1851

Jui..'r ‘
1952

PRESENT .

. JULY

T JuLy

1954

" Jet Fightgr

Piston Fighter 200

. Ground Attack 87
| JetLightBomber
' Plston Light Bomber -~ 20
By Mc&lhm'nqﬁnber:
: Trzinsport 3 |

" " Reconnaissance -

400 -

200

170"

130

100.

1,300

240 .

140

260

‘180

- 1,400

240

200

100

240

170

. 1953

-1,750

. 300

250

100

250

150 -

- 300

300

160 .

- 350

50

2,100 .

TOTAL - - - 307

© 1,000

2,100

2,350 .

" 2800

3500
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ESTIMATED SOVIET FAR EAST TO & E AIR STRENGTH

TOP—-SELCRET

ANNEX C

12

AIRCRAFT TYPE

1JuLy
1952.

1 JANUARY
1953

lJuLy

1953

lJuLy

1954 -

Fighter
Jet
_Piston

 Attack

Jet .
‘_Plston

. Light Bomber

Jet
" Piston”

Medlum Bo:_nber ‘

Trahsmrt

Recqnnalsséhce '

Jet ‘
Piston .

12370
1,200
s

30
1,600

130

470

310 .

1,760
750
630

320
1,150

220

470

300

2,000

550 -

630
10
860"

220

470

310

2,500

160 - -
. 450 .

1140 .
- 260 -

" 390 -

o4t

150 ;
180

. TOTALS

5,740

75,600

5,650

5700
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'ANNEX D
CCAF AIRCRAFT TECHNICAL CAPABILITIES

TYPE AIRCRAFT C_?OMBAT RADIUS COMBAT CEILING AR.MAMENT
‘ ) {Nautical Rliles? (Feet} S
. Jet Fighters ’ ' : S o
MIG-15 160* 50,500 2/23 mm, 80 rounds/gun - .
: - ' 3152 1737 mm, 40 rounds -
" MIG-8 330 42,000 1/37 mm, 100 rounds
S o : 2/23 mm, 75 rounds/gun -
YAK-15 . . 300 31,500 2/20 mm, rounds/gun t_mknown '
L _ - ) ' 6-8/55 mm, rockets -
Plston Fighters ' ‘ . L . .
YAK-§ . 540 - 30,500 1/20 mm, 120 runds _
e L ‘ . 2/12.% 180 rounds/gun
.. LAT - 300 33,500 . 2/20 mm, 200 rounds/gun -
LA . 440 30,500 4/23 mm, 100 rounds/gun
- *.Jet Light Bombers R
©oILe28T 590t 37,000 4/23 mm, guns "
_ 6901 ' 4,40076,600 1bs. bombs " -
| " Piston Light Bombers R .
TU-2 400 23,000 © 2/20 mm, 150 rounds/gun -
- - : - 3/12.7 mim, 250 rounds/gun '
A 3 300 lbs bombs :
- Ground Attacks : S
- 1L-10 17 2/23 mm, 150 rounds/gun.
Co ' T 2/7.62 mm, 750 rounds/gun
1/12, 7 mm, 150 rounds/gun
2/132 mm, rockets |
. 880 1bs. bombs’
** Medium Bombers - - » o
| TU4 ' 1,700 . 37,0008 8/2.7 mm, 500 rounds/gun .
g - 2,150 4 - 2/20 mm.

10,000 1bs. bombs (normal)
~ 20,000 1bs. bombs (maximum)

. ‘Iatermal fueloaly. . .
*With two externnt 70 gal, tnaks, .

_"With two external 220 gal, tnnkn.
*Btripped-down veralon, ’
s Combnt cclllngs will vary with grosa welght

FO-P-FLCRET
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