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SUBJECT: Bilitary Supplies for Nbrth Korea

Prior to tho invasion of South Korea,' tho North Korean Army was equipped -

almost entirely:71th Soviet nquipxont, and the resupply of these forces since
June hos boon almost exclusively frauSoviet souroes.i,The major part or tars
potrolaum products, militaryequipment, and ammunition non being 'supplied by
tho USSR to North Koroa iS sent from the Vladivostok area, which probably
sorves as both an originating and transship:went point. Transport into Korea
is by rail or spa through such northeast Korean centers as Najin and Chongjin.

Ths materiel requirementa of North Korean units are only a fraction of
those of the US, and the transportation facilities available to the North
Koreans, although damaged by UN naval and air attacks, and incurficient to
prat thz accumulation of rouovvea, are still able uith improvised arrange-
ments to gnet the mods of front-lino forcos. The economy of Ms roar areas,
houovor, baa toen severely strained because of iha disruption of rail-and.
highway routes.

The concontrations of rail traffic north of Seoul appear to bo Urgest
on tho east coast, incticating that a major part of tho supplies entoring
Kores.comas by water from iho Vladivostok area or by rail from tho USSR via the
Harbin-Tumen line.. Coastal shipping appears particularly /wavy on tho east
coast; on tho othar hand, through highway traffic north of Seoul appoars to
be heavier on the west coast.

Tho North Koreano have. adequate indigenous ouppliaa of foodstuffs. Although
ths supply of.wiSter uniformo may become a problem forthe North Koreans, minimal
requiramonts sill probabtrto mat. Torth Korea produces no petroleum, but
POI. supplies from the Soviet Union aro adequate. 'Ths resupply of unit equiprent,
which has boon adequate to-data, will depend more on transportation availability
,within Korea than on the ability of the Soviet Union to replenish North Korean
'farces from stocks in-the Soviot Far Cast and Warchuria. .Tho.supply of ammunition
to tho North Koreano appoaro adequatn to support tho present level of operatizne,
but it is unlikoly that significant ammunition reserves aro being built up
primarily because of tranuportation difficulties in tho foraard areas.

NOTE: This memoranditm has not boon osordinated with tha intelligonce organizations
'of tho Departments of State, Army, Navy, and ths Air Force.
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1. Over-all sepnly position of the Northtorean army., '

1

The People's Azircy of North Korea tins originally eqUipped with surrendered
and captured Japanese materiel. Tha initial :supply of Soviet arms and ccnip-
ment peobably came from the stocks of the.Soviot occupation units. The VSSR
reportedly agreed to equip eix divisions and moven "peace prcaervationfl.rnits
bohmen 20May 1949 and 20May 1950. In addition, there has prObablyboca'a
substantial flea of Soviet equipment during 1950.-

Resupply of eaterial eirce 25 June 1950 probablyhas come almst excleolves7
' fram the USSR. The largestockpiles of war materiale that warn establiened
in the.Uaritime Military District of the ussn in preparation for operations against
Japanese forces.inlianchuria Jo 1945 prcbablfreprealmat an important source for
the continuing resupply of the North Korean Arty. In addition, during the
pastwar period, materiel dumps have undoubtedly been built %QVthe USSR
in North Korea andManchuria, as null as in tha Soviet Far East.

Truck convoya have recently been reported moving fromManchuria into
Korea. An cuiditional indication of logistic support from the Dairen or
Antung areas is the barge activity observed on Men Korean gest coast. It
ls possible that Soviet materiel intended for the Chinese has been diverted

:to the North Koreane.

2. Transportation and stehly problems.

The daily supply requitement of the average Notth Korean combat division
are believed to total only about 70 tons, According to North Korean logistic
planning tables, the tonnage uhich must be put dean in forwaviareas by Earth
Korean supply and transport agencies is probablk only about onetenth of the
US logistic requirement.

Despite the extreme vulneret43.1* of Korean transport facilities to attack
because of the large number of bridges and tunnels, their over-all crpacity
la still considerably greater than the enemy's relatively small actnply re-
iquirements. The extraordinary ability of the North Koteans to overcome die-
rurAdxna of the transportation network is enhanced by theircapacity to ireproviee
transport over short answer communication through the exploitation of their
large manpower resources.

Stvplies are being moved frea North:Korea to'foraard areac by all available
'means. uerial reconnaiscanca has revealed that tha greatest rail traffic is
on the oast coast line, running from the Korean-Manchurian-Soviet border area
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through the major east coast Korean ports to Wonsan and thence across tc
Seoul. TIds suaosts that Soviet logistic support.is being proVided in quantity
either by water from tha Vladivostok-area to North Korean ports for trans-
shipment by rail, or by rail from tno USSR or Manchuria via tho Harbin-Tun=
line. Considerable traffic, but in lesser volume, has alto been observed on
the erect coast rail line from Sinuiju on the Manchurian border to Pnngyang
and Seoul. SOM3 of this west coast traffic may originate in Central Siberia
or western USSR. South of Seoul, rail traffic has been sporadic, moving largely
at night, and through rail traffic has probably not been possible in recant
weeks cuing to the substantial number of bridges damaged or destroyed. Segmentc
of the two main rail lines in South Korea are probably still in operation, haw-
ever, utilizing whatever equipment and repair facilities are available in the
areas between destroyed bridgee.

The bulk of the through North Korean truck traffic observed recently has
been moving along the west coast. Several large truck convoys have been
observed moving southward between the Manchurian-Korean border and Fyongyang.
After delivery, these trucks Trill undoubtedly remain in North Korea. Trucks
are also believed to be used extensively for the transshipment of supplies
from railheads to those forward areas where rail lines are either non-existent
or inoperable. Truck movements are being supplemented on a fairly large
ocale by the use of layman caravans and by animal-drawn carts and vehicles*

North Korean shipping:operations have been observed both north and south
of the 38th Parallel and have been en a fairly large scale on both coasts,
particularly the eastern coast where there are several,Korean ports close to
VladivostokiThich aro not subject to the UN blockade. -Traffic consists largely
of a variety of small craft which move southward along the coast* prizaarily
at night, using small harbers, inlets, and islands as ptaging points and
transshipment centers. &fee larger vessels of unidentified nationality have
ilao engaged in this traffic.

3* Categoric_ of supply.-

a. Food.

The daily ration,for front line North Kerwin troops is estimated at.
lees than lpasWper man,: The actual supply of food within the Area presently
occupied by North Korean forces is more than adequate to supply tha over-all
needs of an army of 200,003 for an extended campaign of a year or more* This
is predicated on North Korean ability to hold and harvest the rich grain crops
now maturing in southwestern Korean Additional foodstuffs are available from
the sizeable Korean fish catch and from vegetable crops.
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b Clothing.

North Korean itTorto fromtho USSR, combineduith stockpiling of
unifolms and further restrictions upon civilian ude, uill ramvide tho
minimum:needs of the armed forcoo for cotton tortilos. The provision of

uintor uniforms uill present a roro eorious problem, although the minimal
uinter clothing reqtdruxonts uill.probably bo met.

c. Potroloun Products. '

It is estimated that the North Korean Armj, prosontly requires 16
tons of rot products perdivioion daily. Mirth Kdroan indigenous POL re-

sources aro practically nil. A large refinery in Wonsan, bullt to presess
1/ million barrels of crude oil InnuaW, and a largo petroleum storage
arca north of 170=n hove been reportod.almoet totally destroyed.

The support Of the North Korean forcos potroleum products

probablyrould constitute only a small drain on stocks in tha Soviot Far

Bast and is a question of transportation rather than availability uithin
the Orbit.

Although a gen tankers havo boon observed in =storm Korean
uaters, the considerable number Of railmy tank cars observed along the east
coast line:in Korea suggests that petroleustsupplies aro primarily trans-
ported in nmottnr veSselo frenCVladivostok to northeastern Korean pOrts not
subjoct to the UN blockade, and thence transloaded for movement southmard by
railway tank cars and ft:tally in smaller containors by truck.

d. Unit Equipment.

- The quantities of combat equipmont oxpondod by the North Korean
arrj during the past.10 Tooke in an almost certain indication that ordnance-
is being suppliod ona continuing basis from sourees outside Korea. Intel-
ligence reports do rmt indicate pre-invasion stockpiling of unit oquipmont
of a magnitude required to mrpport current operations. (Thom have been
confirmed roports ofmon trucks captured mith opoOdoloterroadings of Only
200-300 km.) Xetimatosindicato that stocks of material in Soviet territory
closo to Korea aro sufficientlylargo to permit resupplyof tho People's
Army, but thore has boon ne intelligonce to indicate tho armunts involved,
or tho transport usod. It is concluded, houever,that forth Koroan unit.
oquipront resupply, like petroleum rosupply, depends upon North Korean
ability to hoop open and rmintain.adequato transport to the zone et combat.
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e. Annunition.

The forth-Korooni, althouch obis to produce limitcd quantition of
aoviot-typo arm hand cronadoo, mortar urmsdtion, and possibly artillonf
&hello, ore 3ooiy dopondent upon the USSR for Moir aumnition supply.
Air attache have undoubtedly increasedthis dopendence. In tho approaches
to Inchcallarbor 200 pound toolotic type rams an item not ranufacturable
in Kowa, havo bilen reported. It appoars likel; that tho relatively lou
lova of north Korean monition requirevonts vill continue to be met.
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