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LELQRANDI
SUBJECT:  Militery Suppiies for North Korea

GOt NSIONG ’

The Yorth Xorean Arzy was equipped almost entirely with Soviet
aquip..ant prior to the invasion of South Korsa and the regupply of these
forces since Jume has been almogi exolusively i'rom Soviet sources. The
28 jor part of the petroleun produrts, wmilitary ecuipment and ammumition
now being supplied by the US3IR to Nurth Xoros 1s sent from the Viadivostok |
sres, which probably serves as both Gn origipating ard transghipeent
point for these fieps, Trensport imto Kovea is by rail or sea throug!.\
such northeast Korean centers us Najin and Chongjin.

The materiel requirmnts of Morth Xoresn units are oaly a frac-
tion of thome of tbe US, and the trunsportation. facilities availabla to
the North Horszans, while daraged by UN oaval and air attacks, aze still
able with improvised arrangements to meat tha needs of froat-line forces
though not permitting the accumzlation of resarves, The evonony of the
Tear erees, hovever, hAS baen ssverely Stralned bDesauss of ths disw:pticn ‘
of rail and bighmeyr routeu- .

The concentrations ot raf) traffic north of Seoul appear to ba
largest on the east coant, indicating a major part of the gupplies en-
terivg Korsa provably oumed from the-Viadivoatok ared Wy watsr -or from
the USSH via Rarbin-Tumen by rail. Coagtal ehipping’is also heaviast
on the enst coast; on the other hand, throuzh higmway treffic north of
-Trsul Appesro \-'J be ‘:aavier on ‘t-he west coast.

The § ar‘r-h Xorains’ have adequate indipgsncus aqpplies ‘of foodatufFse -
Although t.ht supply of winter uniforms cay becoze s Problem for the torth
Yoreens, it is prohable that minimal recuiremants will be net. Horth
Xores produces no’ petrolews, but POL suppiiea from the Soviet Union wre
elaquate. The resupply of unit equipment, which has been adaquate to
dzte, will deperd move om transportation evailability within Knyea than
on the abllity of the Soviet Union to replenish North Korean forces
Iroxz stocks in the Sovist Fer Zast afd lanchurls, The supply of asem-
nizicn to the lorth Koreans appesrs adaquate to support the present
19vel of operations, but it is ualikely thet significent szmunitign
Teservas are deing built up pri:narny beoause of trensportatlion ALeei-
culties to the forward exreas, ’
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’ - The People's Army ‘of ﬁorth Korea sas orizinmally equipoed with $ur-
oo -y resdered and captursd Japanese materiel. The initial supply of Soviet ases
‘ ’ end gjuipgant probauly came from the stocks of the Soviet ovoupation units.
. The USS reportedly agreed to equip six divisions and seven “peace proser—

o vation* units batmaen 20 iay 1949 and 20 May 1950. Io additlon, there hes

. been during 1930 a stbstantial flow of Soviet equipment, including . litazy-

L. typ2s vahicles (at a rate of st least 150 per mnt.h), medical sugplies,
' pstr-ol‘-um products, bloankets and “spec;&l elot):d.n;

Resupply or cateriel since 25 Ju:xa 1.9:0 haa cum almst exclusively
{rom the USSA. The large stockpiles of wer materials that were astabllished
withia the Maritime Idlitary Diatriet of tha USSR fn praparation for opers- .
tions azminst Japanese forces in Manshuris in 1943 probably represent an
important source for the sconiinuing resupply of the North Xorean Army. In
addition, paterisl duvnps have unsouhtedly baea duilt up by the USSR in
Korth -Kores, and Manchyria, a» \ven as the Soviet Far Esst, ducisg the pogt-
wer period, .

There bave been specific reports of shipmeats from the USSR to Narth
Korea of such {tams as GAZ “Je8pa" (266 were reported to have boen ahippad
in ong day) and other venicles, tires, itess of railroad equipment, “apeseial
elothing® {uniforms?) and medical supplies duriog July and August.

Truck convoys have racenily been rapaned woving rrom hamclrdia into
Koren. An additional indlcetion of logistic support (ror the Baiven or -

" Antuny areas {5 the barge ectivity observed on the Korean west coast. It
i3 possible that Soviet muteriel intendad for the ¢hinese has baen diverted

4 e \Iorth Koreans.

sagure yad {aspiscde of North ¥aresp Txansvortation Prodlan

The axily supply raqui.remnta of the nvmge Horth Korean comhat
division ars telleved to total only aboat 70 tons. According to
iorth Xorean logistic planning tablss, the tonmage whick must be
put down dn forvard arsag by liorth Korean supply and tramsport
agencies is probably only about one-ienth or the US logistic ‘require-
mant.

‘ Thz ovar-all ca_uaait:r of forssn tranipart facilities, despita

- its sxtrece vulrera®ility 1o atlasy because of the large ausber of
. bridges and iunnels, iz etill considerably preater than tha enecty's
: E . , relatively srall supdly roaudrenenitg. The extraordinsry abilisy of

the ¥orth Foroans to a‘bs"-ro disrupiion of the transportition networi
1y zahanzed b anelr pspao »_; o 5- covige boiapowd ovar aho-t

lines ol camzunication inrouzs the e“pl.oita*ic:'. ol “idir large vane
PITEr rOSOUrces.
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Supplies are baing roved from lorth Korea to forward arsas by
all avallable means. Aeris} reconnaiszance has revealed that the
greateat rail traffic is on the east coast lins, running from the
Korean-Wanchurian-Soviet dbordar through the ajfor esst coasi Xorean
ports to Wonsan and ithence scrogs 1o Seoul. This suggests that
Soviet logistic support is belng provided 1n quantity by water to
Horth Korean ports for transshipment by rall frem the Vledivostok
area, or by rail via the Harbin-Teren line. Consicdarable traffie
in leseer volure has also been cbserved on the wyeast coast line
fron Sinuiju on the Marahurian torder to Pyongyang and Seoul.

Suze of this wegt coaet traffic origicaies in Central Siberia or
Veatern USSR. Soutk of Seoul, rall traffic has besn sporsdic,
moving largely at night, and through rail iraffia has probably
not been possible in recant weeks, orimgp to the substantisl number
of bridges dacaged or destroyed. Segoesis of the two main rall
lines in South Xorca are still in opsration, homever, utilicing
whateaver equipment and repair facllities are avtils‘aln 1o the
areas beivesn destrayed hrigges.

The bulk of the t.hrau,gh North Korean truck traffic obsesrved
recantly has besn moving along the wost ¢oast. Several large
truck sonvoys have been observed moving sowthward between the
Manchurian-Xorean border and Pyongyenp. After delivery, these
trucks w111 undoubtedly regain {n Rorth Xarea. Trucks ars also
telleved to be used extenaively for the transshipment of supplies
I'rom railbaads to those forward areas where rail lines are eithar
nan-existent or i.noperable. Truck rovemsdiz are being Bupplemented
on 2 reletively lerge scels by usa of mn caravans axd by animel-
drawn carts and ve clus. C

. North Korean shipping cperations have been o‘bser#ed both north

—— -

" und south of the 38tn pareilel and have haen on & fairly Imdge LTl

scale on both coasts, partloulerly tha eastermcoast where thore

are several Korsan poris close to Viadivoatok vhish tre not mibject
to the UM blookede. Trafflc consists largely of a variety of smll
craft which move southward along the coast, primerily at night,
using small harbors, iniete and iplands as stazing points and trane-
shipment, centers. A few larger vessels of unidentified nat:tonanty
hava aleo -engaged in 1‘.‘118 traffig. -
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The dsily ration for front line North forean troops ie estimateqd at
less 4hen 1 pound per man. The adtual supply of 0o within the area
presertly occupied by North Xorean forces Is more than adequats to gup-
ply the overall naeds of an arty of 200,000 for an extended cerpeign of
a year or more. This {z predicated ‘on North Korean abllity to haold and
harvegt the rich grain srope noy maturing in southwestern Korea. Addi-
tional foodstuffs are available froo the relativsly la.rge Lorean fisa .
cateh and frem the vagetabla crc:n

2. Glothing

Yorth Eorean joports from the USSR, cocbined with stockpiling of
uniforms and further restristions upan civilien usae, will provides mini.
mum needs of the armed forces for cotton textiles. The provisian of
winter uniforos will present_s more serious problem, alihough it is
protable that the minima) winter clothing requiremsnts will be net.

3. Eetroleum Products .

It i3 estimated that the Norih Xcrean A:w presently requires 16 i
tong of POL products per dlvisfon daily. Morth Kerean indigencus POL
resources are prastically nil- A largs refiaery in Womsan, built to
ro20s0 1} =i1lion barzels of cruda oil anpually, and a large petrdleum
storage zXed north of Wonsan have been reported almt tota.ly deriroyed.

~--.-.---.....-.._-.._’*.= Supply of .potroleue products in the USSR an.i satallites ie ada-
quato t> mest reguireasnis and to permit siockpiling, It is believea
vhat 1} million metrin tons have been stocipiled along the Trens-Sidarian
A3ifroad and 4n tha soutvern Laritime Province. The support of the North
Xoroan forees with petroleun produsts therafore constiti®ss only & small
drain on these stochl ard i a. quutim of tran.sportn.tian ratber than
aveiledility -ﬂ.tbin the Orbit.

Although a few tankers have been oh_served bty reconnaissance Iin
Forcan waters, the considairable nunber of railvay tank cars observed
elanr the eaat const line in Koree suggesss that petroleum aupplies are
pri.':nr 1y trancporiad in scaller vessels ftos Tladivostok to uodtheastyren
foraan ports not subjast to the UN vlockede, and thance trensloaded fa-
nodarent southinrd by rellway tenk cars mand finally in sealler cootainars
by iruck.

Lo It Anuinmaas

The quantities of cosobai equipnsat expandsd by the Morth Forecn arry
Zuring tha pagl 10 weeks 1s an aluost cartain indication that ordnance is
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belng Suppl:l.ed on & continuing basis from souwrces ou‘.'.aide Korrn. Intauj_-
gzase reports do nct indicate pro-invasion stoudpiling of unit equipment .
of a magnitude reguired to support current cperations. {There have been
coniirced reports of new trucks captursd with only 200-~300 XM on the
speedometers,) Estinates indicate that stoaks of materdiel in Soviet ter-
ritory close to Korea are sufficlently large to permit reswpply of the
People's Army, but there has been no inieliigence to indicate the amcunts
involved, or the transport used. It ia conoluded, howevar, that Nexth
Koreen unit equipment resupply, like peiroleux rescpply, de;pamm wpon
Korth Korean ebility to keaep opon and zaintain adzquete trampoﬁ 1-.0 the
zone of coobat.

. _ 5. Amunition
) L : The North Xoreans are able ta woduce linited qumitiee of Soviet- .
T . type small arms, hand gremadss, wontar tion, end possibdly sritillery
shells and is Llergely dependemt upon the or itz azmunition Supply.

Air attacks have undoubtedly iviereased this dlpendance. In the approashes
to Tnchon Bardor, 200 pound megnetic type mines, sai item not manufacturable.
in Xoroa, have besan Teparted. Furthergors, Soviet uanutaumred rrumnt
torhs bave been delivered to Korea.

Asgumition shipments to the Xorean fromt, totaling 31'. 1¢ut 7,000 toms,
ware mads in late August and early Scptber at an average daily rate of
350 tony. A& North Korean conat divielon is estimsted 20 reguire about
44 tons of amsunition 2aily, so that kuomn shipments in this period would
: . support 8 evamy divisions, There is avidense, morecvar, that the aggragate
. quantity of amunition actuslly moved to forward arcas in Japtesber cone
siderebly axceedad 750 tons per day. It ajpears likely, therelore, that
e - the relatively low lwel of Horth Korean munit:’.on reqn.i.rm:.' s is bciqg
L pet.
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