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CUPJLCT a Summary et Istelligemse Estimates on teterventlem by
Chinese Communiets in the Korona War (12 OetOber
24 Novesiber, 1950).

In compliance with your oral request, herewith is e Summary of Zetimates
muds by this agency, under no, direction, on the subjest of Chinese Communist
intervention in Korea. These 'estimates, except where otherwise noted, had the
oieimmenee of the Intelligesse Advisory Committee whit* i composed of the
heads of the intelligence agencies of the goverressnt.

1. On 12 October 19501 an estimate on "Critleal Situations in the
Far Bast" was prepared at the requestof the ?resident for the Wake Island
Comferenee. This estimate statedt. 0110 Chinese Communist ground forces,
ourreatly lacking requisite air and naval support, are eipable or intervening
effectively, but not neoessarily deeleively, In the Korean conflict.", ands
'There are me eenvineimg indications sof aa actual Chinese Commumist intention
to resort to full scale intervention in Korea.'

After reviewing the Patters favoring, and those opposing, Chinese
Communist intervention, this estimate obncluded thats rihile full scal
Chinese Columnist intervention in rores must be regarded as a continuing
possibility, a oonsideratien of all known factors leads to the conolusioa
that, barring a Soviet deeision for global war, such titian is not probablp
la 1950. During this period, intervealien will probably be confined to
Continued covert assistanse to the %rib KOreeas."

2. On 20 Ootsiber, a personal uemorandas wan delivered to the
President with copies to iihe Secretaries Of State and Defense, which statads
"Slues October 13, there hews been Iodisation* of a postibility that the
Chinese-Commumist gorersemot nay /Mead to occupy an area which would secure
for their use the !Who hydroeleotrie plant and other strategis installatinas
skehe Korean side of the Korean-Chinese border. some of these tad/sat/ems
are0

(1) (Thle is omitted booms* of reasons of source security.)

(2) (This paragraph moted.the presence of sa-mameually large
nabs, of fighter aircraft in Iftmehuria.)
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(3) (This paragraph eentained a report

1
I

that an important military conference had been held
with20-00 last few days in Peiping and a decision made to take some

1/tan action in North Korm with Chinese Communia_trmos_olvesins____
the border on 18.20 netmhar, !

The memerandmemeluded vith the following paragraphs

'The estimate ea possibility of Chinese Commist Intervention in
Korth Korea ftonsished you just prier to your Pacific trip, lieted as one eon .
sideration the,probable desite.of the Chinese Government to control the
hydreeleotrWinstallatioue on the Korean side of thelalu Myer. /t is -

possible -that * limited area eesupatien for this purpose might be undertaken,
zr-016, it would most prehebly be preoeded or lamediatelyftllowed bye Peiping
annemement (perhaps dliected.to the United Natives) the, in order to protest
borderAnstallations vital to Manchurion economy, the Chinese Commueist torsos
had tam overlheseinstallations pondingatabilleation of the area. Nosh a
move woulsibe e Communist few-saver sraiwould preserve a pemer souroe very
necessary tells, namhurimessonomy.*

3. ops.6 Novelber 1950, National Intelligenee Estimate No. 2 was
issued WO, 'subject "Chimes. Communist Intervestion Worea'. This estimate
stated: seresent Chinese Camara:tat iroop strength la North Korea la estimated
at 30,000 to 40,000." sods Aftesentainese Communist treep strength in
Naneheria is estimated at 700,000. Of-this raiber there. are at least 200,000
regular field forces. Theee:troop stretithe, addedte the fOrmsalready in
Korea are believed to mike the Chinese Communists. Capahle efs (a) halting
ferthir United Oations advascerarthward, through piecemeal esimitment of
troops; or, (b)-fercing UN withdrawal te Wrath, positioas farther south by
a powerful assault." .

TOO-estimate contiened, "The objective of the Chinese Communist
interlentima'appears to be to halt the advance of United Nations forces in
Korwaed to keep a-Chimers regime in being on Kerean soll."

Y..

444, It further stated: "TheChinese Communist. thup fir retain full
freedom of astim with respect to Korea. -Thome free to adjust their action
la seeordanse with tbe development of:theeituation. If the Chinese Communists
were *JO meseed is deitroying the effective streegth of IN.forma la northern
Korea, theyraulsipursee their advantage as ferm,pessible. lf the unitary .
situation isAsipllised, theymy well consider that, with advantageous terrain
end the ousekOwinter, their forms now in Koree are suffitient to accomplish
their imedialltiOrposes.m

- The next to last Paragraph of the conclusions of this estimate stateds
wile Chime* Communists, in intermits, in Korea, have acespted a grave riek of
retaliation and general war. limy mosid.probably ignore an ultimatum requiring
their:withdrawal. If Chimese territarfrare to be attacked they would probably
ealdrArienea in full force."

RET
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And the sonoluding paragraph of the estimate on 6 Novelber stated:

"The fact that both the Chinese Communists and the USSR have ace:opted an

inereased risk of a general ver indicates either that the Kremlin is ready to

famo a showdown with the West at an early date or that circumstances have forced

them to accept that risk."

Further, in the discussion portion of this estimate published on
6 Net:ember 1950, it was stated: "the Chinese Communists could probably:make
available as many as 300,000 troops within 30 to 60 days for sustained croued
operations in Korea and mould-provide limited air support and some armor."

4. On 24 November 1350, Netional Intelligenoe Estimate 2/1, a review
of the subject "Chinese Communist Intervention in Korea" in the light of new
developments and new information was issued. In its conclusions this estimate

stated: "The Chinese Commis:nista will simultansouilyi

a. maintain Chinese-North Korean bolding operations in North Korea;

b. maintain er inerease their sailitary strength in Manchuria;

c. seek to obtain Ul withdrawal from Korea by intimidation and
diplomatic neans.

'In oasis of failure to obtain (11 withdrawal by these means there
will be increaeing Chinese interventionist Korea. At a alhisua the Chinese
will sonduot, on an increasing scale, meacknowledged operations designed to
ignebdUse UN forces in Corea, to subject them to prolonged attritiea, and to
maintidwthe seablance of a North Korean state in being. Available evidence

is not oknolusive as to whether or not the Chinese Con:sunlit* are as yet

csF' imuseittee 'to a foll-scale offensive effort. Evoitually thermay undertake
operations designed to bring about the withdrawal of UN forces from Korea.
It is estimated that they do not have the military capability of driving the
Ul forces from the peninsula, but they do hare the capability of forcing them
to withdrew Wdefensive positions for prolonged and ineenolusive operations,
whieht the Coisiunists might calculate, would lead to eventell UN withdrawal

from Korea."

.

should be noted that the abovraemotioned estimate (NIE 2/1) was
publiellv=6 November 1950, just two days before the United Nations'
offline North Korea and the resultant full-seale Chinese Communist
intarvoutioe.
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