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 COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA CHARGING UNITED STATES VITH

L

USE OF BW IN KOREA

1. . Current propaganda takes the form of 1
a, Cutright prevarication
b, Distortion of facts
¢, Imputation of insidious motives to inmooent actas

2, The majority of propaganda is direoted from Moscow toward
the Far East and Western Europe - while a propertionately small
amount of materiel, mostly from neuspupers » 1o pla.nnad for "home"
consumption, . .

3. An effort 1s underway to reach the Chinese, whose polltioal
and military affection nsed to be solidly won, and those West Eurcpeans
whass remilitarization by and for the West would present a procarious
situvation for the USSR, .

4. Charges of inhuman methods of warfsre by baetericlogieal
means would have a definite emotional and psychological effeot upen
those nationa considered "en the edge" in political a.ffiliation.

. 5. The wlde "Ea.te America® sempaign launched by the USSR
:ropagandiata endeavora to disilluaion snd demoralize the defenders
of Xores and advance the cause of staunch Cammnism in the Fer Eaat,

1. .Shortly before the ocuthreak of the present Korean hostliliw
tles, Kim Song Yun, ohief of the Epidemic Prevention Buresn, Ministry
of Public Bealth, North Ecrea, warnod Koreans -of the possibility of
summer epidenica emamating from South Korea where no preventive
measures had been undertaken to ocmbat them. Mr., Yun stated it
would be difficult to foretell what kind of epidamies night be
permitted to apread northward from South Korea,

2. VWhen the comm:l.st Amy captured Seoul, it purported to
dlscover in the intelligence offiees of the General Staff of ithe
South Korean Army documents written in rather techiiical detail and
designated "Flan A" and "Plan B,® Some chapters entitled '
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"Destruotion,™ MAraon," and "Bacteriological D:I.ucnination,
supposedly mapped ouf reconnutesares work for 1950 and deseribed
how rivers and reservoirs of North Korea were to be infected with
bacteria, Whether the capsules of bacilli were to bs obtained
from American Camp Detriok or from Japanese stocks waa. left in
qusstion.

3. USSR press repcrted an alleged typhua epidemic .raging
in American oooupled areas of Korea and that the population wes
reacaiving no medicil eid. It was further claimed that, within
two weeks, each village in the reglon had been penstrated with
the disease with an increéaze in the overall death rate up to
ninaty (90) per cent, Americen suthorities were reported as in-
ooulating only servicemen and @yngman Rhee govermment offlclals,
and it was also charged thers had been numercus ocases where
seriously 111 persons had been killed. Actually, the situatien
is quite different in that: .

a. Shortly after the beginning of the war, ROX
Mindatry of Health, with vaceine furnishsd by ECA, began a
vaccination program against smallpox for clvilians, oonocen-
trating especially upon children under fifteen years of age.
No records were kept, and the efficlency of the progrem
cannot 'be ascertained. _

b. United Rations reported vaccination of milliona of
EKoreana against smallpex, typhus, typhoid, and cholera.

¢. There are confirmed reports of typbus epidemics and
a substantiated presencs of smallpox in the Wonsan area.

- Many Ocmmunist troops are suffering from both diseases. 4All
eivilian doctors bave been mobilized; penicdllin and other
drugs have been confiscated for Communist Arng needs; oi-
vilians have ‘been evacuated,

4. It 1s algo purported that a serious skin disease is
caused by & new United Nations! weepon and that the diseass,
vhere it is ensountered, i responsible for fifty (50) per cent
caeualties. This propaganda may refer, of course, t0 casualties
from the United Nations'use of napalm incendisry weapons. '

5, Seviet propaganda also depicts American forces as prepared
to use bacteriological weapons againgt the Xorean people to excuse
the failure of,their troops in the field, MacArthur's headquarters
in Japan was“‘purported to have been producing bacteria with the
aid and assistance of unpunished Japanese war oriminals., FPor this
activity the Yoghida goverrment had appropriated 1.5 million yen,
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" The propagends then resolved into a condemnation of MacArthur by
Soviet sclentists and an asaurance thet they (the Soviets) are .
discovering methods to combat such warfare,

6. Reports have also been disssminated by Gemmunist sourcas
that plague=carrying fleas have been employed by American forces to
spread plague in Korea, It is claimed MacArthur sent elghteen
Japanese bactericlogists, in 1946, to Var Depa.rtment laboratories
to continue the oulture of BW agents,

7. Chinese Communist radio broadcast from Peiping, allegedly
quoting from the American magazine, ™Wsekly Newspaper® (NEWSWEEK
and Allied war prisoners, states Chinese Communist prisonera were
subjected to bacteriological experiments on a small island outside
Wonsan. Moscow, in a broadcast quoting Peiping acurces, states that
the Chinese Red Cross has revealed the Americans are tegting bac-
tericloglioal weapons on captured Chinese volunteers and gruaéme
experiments are belng sonducted under the gulse of epidemic control,
These facts were reportedly admitted by, the United Jtates magasine,
NEWSWEEK, 9 April 1951. The Chinese Red Cross called on all the
aixty-oight sountriea belonging to the International Red Cross and
on all peace-loving peoples to punieh this vicious ememy. Actually,
the excerpts fram the NEWSWEEK 1tem referred to involved an article
about a Navy spidemic control laboratory ship eff Wonsan harbor on
the east coast of Korea . , . whara Navy landing parties have been
capturing = nmumber of Chinese Reds from the tiny island and have
‘taken them back to the ship where they sre tested for aymptems of
bubonic plague because of reperied spidemics among ensmy troopa

. which may endanger our troops, The ship.is an infantry landing
. "vessel on ‘which a laboratory completo vith mice and rabbits 19 1n-
" atalled.

‘ An Amarioan naval medical officer imediately and publioly

denied these charges and ptated that the United States does maintain
" an %gpidemic control ehip™ docked mear & small island off the cosst of

South Kerea. For the bemafit of Unfted Hations! forces, this laboratory
provides facilities for studying all types of diseases sontracted by the
military persomnel sc that epidemice may bs prevented, This officer
further stated that no prisioners have been taken aboard nor ha.s any
experimental work been performed. .

8, Pak Hun Yong, Ferelgn Minister of the Demoorstic People's
Ropublic of Korea, protested in a message to the Chairman .of the
United Nations Ceneral Assembly and the President of the Segurity
Council against the use of bacteriological weapons by American forces,
He cited the following inocidents:

a. American Far East Commgnd, under orders from General

MacArthur, has beon preparing BW with the aid of Japanese
~ finances and personnel.
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b, Doowmente, "Plan A" and *Flan B," found 4in ROK
headqunrters in Seoul, outlined, for 1950, sabetage plans,
based on use of bacteria, against vital North Korean
installations, towns, and army unite.

¢. Anmerican armed forces, temporarily holding areas
of North Eorea, contaminated the inhabitants of these arsas
with smallpox, In this connectiom, Yong pointed out no cases
occcwrred in areas not occupled by the Americsns and that
outbreaka in Japan were undoubtedly caused by infected
dmerican troope involved in covert dissemination {of the
germs) in Nortk Korea. A

Yong then concluded that Americans have thereby violated
Geneva Protocol of 17 June 1925, -prolilbliting thas use of.,..
bacteria in warfare and that the Demceratic People's Republic
of Korea demands the arrest and trial of MacArthur and Ridgway
who have followed in the ateps of the Japanese war criminals,

9. The Department of State of the United States has issusd
to all consular offices a statement of policy guidadce edvising that
suck charges should not be dignified by direct refutation. .On the
centrary, every opportunity should be nsed to demonatrate that the
oepldemics were itbe result of Communist leaders' disregard of troopa
and oivilian population as sbown by their failure to take adequate
measures to prevent diseags, Emphasis should be direoted to the.
faot that Unlted Nationa forces, ROK civilians, and POW's are sub-
Ject to inoculation and eanitation programs throughout the Repuhblic
of Korea. (The United Nations fosters this preventivo measure.)

10. Last March (1951), the ‘Un!.tod Fations command in Eorea
knew some sort’ of epidemic, feared to be bubonic plague, wvas raging
north of the 38th parallel. Brigadier General Crawford Sma, Ouited
Nations Army Chief of Public Health and Welfare, volunteered to obtain
detalls, With three other officers, Sams entered North Kirean territory

" and learmed that the epidemic was not plagie but hemorraghic mmdllpox,
Eor this exploit,.ho re¢eived the D.5.C, The Compmniets, learning of
bis mission, ‘broadcast the fantastis story that the United States had
doliberatsly planted germs in North Korea thereby causing the epldemic,

. -and, with the clear intention of perverting these facts, YZVESTIA
published a ptatement, supposedly attributed to & United Preass re-
lease, whioh recounted a fantastis story of the ®miraculous salvation
of the United Nations forces from a smallpox epidemis as the result
of a apecial raid by & group of American doctors in the North Korean
reay;®" TFor this "hercic exploit,® according to the purported United
Press report, the American Brigadier Qeneral Crawford SOAMES (Sama),
whe 1z "head of the public bealth and scoisl security department at
the headquarters of the United Nations forces," received a very high

.
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wilitery award since Soames' detachmsnt *discovered™ the presence of |

a sgallpox epidemic in North Korea,

11, Moscow propagandist again quoted an alleged Associcated
Press dispatch of 18 May 1951, furnishing details of United 3tates
preparations for BW by using Korean PW's as guinea pigs aboard the
American landing vessel No, 1091 off Koje (Koje-do) Island, The
ship was reported to hive installed " a modern laboratory, completely
squipped with all gear her solentists would need.?

TASS, again quoting the alleged Agsocisted Press dispatoch of
18 May 1951, adds to the above.the charge that the landing vessel
was relocated from Wonsan to Kojede (Koje~do) Island, 40 kilemeters
S=W of Pusan, in order better to utllize the PY's confined in some
half-dozen nearby convict prisons, According to TASS's version of
the Associated Press dispatch, 3,000 experimenligon oral bacteria
and rectal baoteris are being mede daily by a 38-man medical team.
Brigadier General Crawford Sams is mentloned again ag participating
in theae expgrimenta,

12. The propaganda picture vas further enlarged by a Hoﬁcow
Korean-language btroadeast which claimed that 3,000 Koréan families
have been banished from Japan and that General Ridgway's hesdquarters

‘were making wvery possible effort to comceal vhere the expelled

Eorsens were sent and vhat became of them after their depcrtation,
The broadoast raised the conjecture that soms of these Koreuns had
boen taken to some deserted island and used for testing nmew types of
bagtariclogical weapona. '

13. A epeecial delegation from the Womea's International
Democratio Pederation (WIDF), ap international Compunist organisze~

‘tion, bas been dispatched to Korea to investigate United Nations

"war erimes.® Their report is being widely publicized by Communlst
propaganda media and will, undoubtedly, provide baokground for
addit:l.oqa.l atories of atrocities. ,
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