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SUBJECT: Probability of Direct Chinese Caresunist Intervention in
Korea

PROTimt: To assess the probability of an open Cammitment of
Chinese Communist armed forces in Korea.

SCOPE: The ccarmitment of both regular and local Chinese Com-
munist ground farces, and the use of the Phinese Com-
munist Air Force in support of the North Korean
invaders are considSred.

ASSUIETIONSi (p.H.dmited covert Chinese Communist assistance to the
Notth Korean invaders, including the provision of
'individual soldiers, is assumed to be in protTess at
present.
(2) The provision of avert assistance by the Chinese
COMMIlists would require approval by the mta and such
approval would indicate that the USSR is prepared to
accept an increased risk of precipitatirg general
hostilities.

1 1. Conclusions.

'Although there ct evidence:to' whether or not
a=. the Chinese C ta. .vd.11 intecvene 1,1ertri icorea,. it ia evident

7that .CoMiattnists Or the USSR imst raiiirPly' trained and
=1744aippedfaamb t repleConents if the,North Korean. ifivatiOn is- ta-

.. ...LEW: achieve Complete' control over South Korea before the -end of the'year.
WEN

Reports of an increasing Chinese build-up of military
strength in Uanchuria, coupled with the potential in that area,

. make it clear that Intervention in Korea Is well vd.thin immediate
Chinese Communist capabilities. Uoreovj recent Chinese Communist
accusations regardirg US "aggression" .. "violation of the
Uanchurian border" ma7 be stage-settUt..tor an 1nmn1 u6nt overt move,

Note: This memorandum has not been dinated with the intelligence
arganizat&ons of the Departaents of State, Armq, Uavy., and the
Air Force.
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WON*
-

In vieu o2 x,he momentous repercussions from such an avert action;
however, it appears more probable that the Chinese Communist
participation in tce Korean conflict will be more indirect, al-
though significant, and will be limited to integrating into the
Narth Korean forces "Nanchurianwaunteersou perhaps including
air units as well as ground troops.

2. Present Status of Uorth Korean Farces,

The decision whether or not to commit Chinese Communist forces
will depend in part on the availabilityof Korean manpueer, both in
Lanchiala and that part of Korea now in Communist hands. Current
estimates by the Dspartment of the Arnystate that 10,000 trained
Korean veterans who had servalwiththe Chinese Communists in the
Uanchurian campaigns of 1946 to 1948 remain in Lanchmria and there
constitute a strategic North Korean reserve, It is noteworthy;
however, that (1) slime 1 August North Koreans have been using
cambat replacements with as little as two week's training; and
(2) the North Koreans woulx1 logically have committed all available
organized Korean units soon after UN farces had been committed
because at that time the impact of 40,000 laained troops probabl7
would have been decisive.

The foregoing considerations indicate either that aey Korean
reserve in Uanchuria was so dispersed that it did not constitute
an effective reserve or that this reserve never in fact existed.
Uoreover, the pssibiltty that Korean reserves in Uanchuria have
now been collected and reorganized and that sane are now enroute
to the combat area tends to be discounted by the fact that the
time elapsed since 25 June should have permitted the cmeemization
and commitment of the majority of this reserve which mould have
been far superior in quality to those viztualky untrained North
Korean troops that have actuallylwalutAlieed in the fighting.
On balance therefore, it appears high:1,7 probable-that if a Com-
munist victary. in Korea is to be achievedby the end of the year
the figrth Korean forces nust now rely on either Soviet er Chinese
Cammeaa):resources for decisive augmentation.

3. Chinese Communist Cspabilities for Intervention.

The Chinese Communists have approximately fan* million men under
arms, including regulars, LIlitary District troomand provincial
farces. Following the fall of Uanchuria there were appromdmately
565,000 Uilitarr District troops in! nanchuria (including 165,100
ex6-Wationalists), and possUb3,y 1000000 to 125,000 of these MD
troops have now been integeated into the regular army and erganized
as combat forces. These units, as well as the remaining MD troops,
probably are Soviet-equipped. In addition, reports during the
past three months hare indicated a considerable increase in regular
troop strength in Lanchuria. It is estimated that the majcr elaments
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of Lin Pinto's hth Field Armytotalling perhaps 100,000 combat
veteransare'now inLanchuria and are probably located along or
adjacent to the Korean border, in position for rapid commitment
in Korea.

Approximately 210,000 Communist regaars under Ilioh Jung-chants
command are presently deployed in the VOrth China area. Some of
these troops have been reported enreute to Manchuria.

The Chinese Communists are believed to possess anair force
totalling 200 to 250 operati.onal canbat aircraft, some units of
which are reportedly deployed in Manchuria.

4. Indications of Chinese Communist Intention to Intervene.

a. Propaganda.

Numerous Chinese Communist propaganda attacks on the US
during recent weeks, charging the US with ninterventioe and
Ilaggression" in. Taiwan, have been climazedby two newprotests to
the UN elaimIng US air attacks in violation of the Manchuria,KOrea
border. It is pcasible that these charges, besides serving a use-
ful propaganda function, nmy be aimed at providing an excuse for
Chinese Communist interventiondalbrea.

b Miliiary. Activity.

Since the fall of Hainan imApril 1950, reliable reports
have indicated that elanents of Lin Ptaols hth Field Army were being
moved nortIptard-fran the Canton area."- Najer.elements of the iith
Field Armyare nowbelieved to be.eithsr in.Cas'enroute to Manchuria.
Other reparts.inlicate that militarY*Inetr,uptiOn'is inprogress
neat Antuntand. along theWuRiverStrengthening ofIlanchurian
border defenses might either be a logical semirit7.development in
view of the Korean conflict or aprelude to the offensive employment
of forces in the area,

Reports of increased anti:91V at Antung on the Manchuria-
Korea borAar include the reported arrival of Chinese Gannanist
aircraft:4 Antung has also been reported as the main base of the

1. Reports of preparation for this move were received as early as
February 1950, well in advance of the assault on Hainan by LINgs
forces. Although these preparations may have teen part of
announced COF plans for demobilization, it appears more likely
that these elements Imre Korean troops of lin Piaols army being
released to the North Korean Army.

2. The three airfields in the Antung area could handle a total of
300 aircraft.
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North Korean Air Force, uhere that depletedfcree can seek refuge
from UNair attacks. Numerous reports of recent North Korean
activity, including revetment construction at airfields south of
the 38th Parallel harebeen, received. These construction reports
could indicate the imminent forward movement of air reinforcements
for the North Koreans. Although some of this anticipated air sup-
port, might be providedby the as yetuntested Chinese Communist Air
Force, there is no finn evidence to support such a contention.

5. Factors Mlitating Against Chinese Communist intervention.

The commitment.of Chinese Communist armed forces in Korea would
clearly transform the Korean conflict from an'asteneibly. "internalu
dispute to an international struggle. The deeisian to commit
Chinese Communist troops to the Korean conflict would significantly
affect the Soviet position in China as well as in. Korea, and Soviet
influence over both Peiping and Pyongyang :might be jeopardized.
Other factors 'which might tend to deter Chinese Communist interven-
tion in the-Koreanimar, but which would be of minor consequence in
so momentous a decision are: (3) Chinese national and military
pride might cause friction if Chinese troops were placed under
Soviet or Korean command; and (2) Chinese Communist intervention
would prdWily eliminate all prospects for China's admission to the
United Nations.
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