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SUBJECT, Estimate of Northern Korean Military-Strength
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1. Cround Porpeg.

Northern Korean Peoples Army ground forces, at full Tib
strength* would total an estimated 74,000 men, consisting of
7 Wintry DivisiOAS (apprOXIMately 10,000 men each) and an
armored Bridgade of approximately- 4,000 men. The estimated
total of 100 Sovietomade tanks (T-.34/76 and T-34/85) in the
armored =it at the beginning of boatilities, has apparently
been augmeated by 100 to 200 additional tanks from stockpiles
in northeastern Korea or the USSR. Each Division has eighteen
122 =howitzers, thirty-it nu guns/howitzers, fifty-four 45 ram
AT guns, eighteen 120 mm mortars, and eighty6ene 32 mm mortars.
Battle reports indicate that 155 ma howitzers are in use, although
not as organic, division equipuent. The Northern Korean Border
Constabulary totals an estimated 28,000 nen, 23,000 of which are
arvalsed and equipped on tactical lines in the lst, 3rd, and 7th
Brigadee and may be added to the People's Army strength to give
an over.411 ground force total of 97,000 men.

2be People's Army and Border Constabulmr7 contain at least
20400 Ibream-Manshurian veterans who have served with the Chinese
Communists. Nagy of the higher renking ground force officers are
Koreans who lived in the TWR before World War TT and served as
commissioned and non-commispioned officers in the Soviet Army during
that war.

All identified People's Army units and the let Border Constab-
tlary Brigade are now in the =bat sone. Total combat casualties
to date are estimated at 84,000. The 3rd and 7th Constabulary
Brigades are in reserve and there are no other unit-trained reserves
in lbrthern Korea. A strategic reserve of some 70,000 Korean,-
Nandburian veterans is believed available in Manahuria, however,

APPROVED FOR RELEASE
DATE: 09-Dec-2009

--SEERffr
Date: Z..ft_.$5*2k# CY;

For more information on OCR and PDF Compression visit our website

http://thepaperlessoffice.org/


2 -

and other replaoements and service troops oould be obtained frau
the estimated 900,000 physicallywfit males of military age in
Northern Korea, as vell as fran the large number of Southern,
Koreans now ender Commnnist oontrOl.

2. ilz2elma.

The People** Army Air Noce is estimated to total 1,600-1700
offieers and nee4 organised as a reinforced air division. The
divisions's 114 aircraft are conventional Soviet World War II types,
ineludieg UN 7B or 9s, LA-5s or 7s, and X140s. None of these
are jet aircraft. The majority of Northern Korean pilots have
had Soviet training and experience in World War U.

3. minx,

GBQ of the People's Nigyt is located at Pyongyang, and battalion
Headquarters are looatod at Wonsan and Chongjin on the east *mat
and Chinnampo on the west ooast.

Naval personnel total 5,495 nen, of ehich some 700 are atteched
to thipas with the renainder at Shore installations. The People's
Neer has eome 50 vessels, including torpedo boats, subehasers and
minesweeper*, grouped In five divisions, four of which are based at
Wonsan; the fifth is based at Chimnampo. There are no submarines
in the People's Navy.

4.

Although there are no regular Chinese Communist grouud forces
in Manchuria, military district troopa in the area total approximately
565,000, including 165,000 ewNetionaliets who Imre absorbed after
the fella Manchuria. All these troops are fairly well equipped
and probably trained under close Soviet supervision. The nearest
resew Chinese Communist ground forces readily available for
Mknehurien yard**, are the 210,000 troops under Niel Jung-ehen in
the North China area, The Chinese Communists are not able at this
time to offer either air or naval aseistance to the Northern Koreans.
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5* Charesitet Uttar irrth IsssaLtaoW
114 Jima.

Sous 7.8040000hdnese Commonist troops aro estimated to be
&Played in the Rast.teutral Chine area (south of the Tangtee River
and Osat of the CostimmAseumrsuilesq) and available for an assault
on Talmo, Of these troops, tely half are distributed along

the asaot free the sector south to the toochemAmoy

auftor usior then 21. r other half of the 7.800,000 I. currently

located Is the gown/. *yea, under tie Mae. Altheneb
throe troops ere lightly a ipp.Cby sestor* standards, they are
mews, want veterans Vell-bained, and uell-led. These units
aim tactically orgenised Into noise ander* believed to possess
rsolsite light and media' artillery as vell as some tank and armored
our silts. Soviet assistanoe to Chinese Communist rround fbrees,
although reported in eueh categories as armor and artillery., raisins
moonfirmed at present.

14 Airs
The Chimes Comonlartscoarrent17 plusses an air farae

numboriag at last 100 oodhrt air craft. Ibis force is receiving
Soviet toohnioll sanistance and is +sayable of limited support of
ogesstScao against Taiwan Naval tepees. Any appreciable increase
is ths masher of oombat tircraft possessed by the Chinese Communists
moult indlosto direet Soviet assistance in terms of air *revs. Soviet
evolasteers night be technical,' legal under the provisions If the
Sins.ltsvist Waal Aid Piot; there ars approximatnly 25 Soviet Set
adman proareltly located in the Shanghat-Ranking-Rsuchou sector.

0. ISSZI

Tho Chinese Commonist naval escort and support araft total
3 Srag No Soviet naval supiort or escort waft are Imola to be
mom than the PorliArthar.beirenearar.

4. lialselitZt.

7045 Wang wet or =loos types, as yell as verShantren,
traders, amd tugs, are In Chinese Ct.t hands. /hese relatively
rodent paver craft are espable *fan initial uater-lift of 6i.N40,000
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combat troops. During the past years hovevers the Chinese Communists
base bean building and collecting eftvigoing and motor junks along
tbe *est alma ooest from Shanghai to Swinton and the number of theme
junks, bargees and other towable craft total 2000s sufficient to
eater-lift another 120,000 troops.
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