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MCMCRANDUY FOR THE PRESEDENT

BUBJECT: Crinese Commmist Intervention in Korea.

Fresh, nswly-equipped fiorth korean troops have a peared in the
Korean figntin;, and it has been clsarly established that Cniness
Compunist troops are alsc opposing UN forcem. iresant {lcld estimates
sre that between 15,000 and 20,000 Chinese Compumiat troops or adoed
in task force units are opereting !n North Horea while the porent
units remain in enchuria. Current reporte of Jovist-type jet alrcraft
in the Antung=Sinuiju arem indicate that thm UHuR way be oroviding at
least logistic alr defunse for the Manghurian border. 1u miditicn, a
radic broadsast of 31 Uctover from the aperpgency worth koresn capital
of Sinuiju announced that a "Voluntesr Corps for the crotection of the
Suiho Bydroslsctric Zome" has been formed to protect that ares from
the advancing UN foroea, The brosdoast emphasised the importance of
the Sutho hydroclectric syetem to the industries of iwanchuria and
pointed out that Ghiness ieoplets Liberaticn Forges are oonemt.ratad
almg the Yanchurian side of tla Sulho goue,

Thls pattern uf evenis and reports Indicates tist Couwmuniat C1dna
has decided, re;ardicss of ti» increased risk of yeneral war, to pro-
vide incrcased support and asaistance to iorth Xorean forges. althouch
the possibility can not be excluded tiant the Chinese Covmunists under
Soviet direstion, sre ccmsittin;; thamselves to full-esale inturventlion
in fores, their nmain motivation at present appesrs to be to establish
a limited “cordon sanitaire” south of the Yalu Wiver. irimary objecw
tives of the Ctinese Commmdate in aitempting to establish such a
noman’s land would probably bes (a) to guarantes security of the
sanchurian Lorder from UN forwes wideh the Clinese have latellsd as
invaders; and (b) to insure continued flow of electric power [rom the
vital Sulhc hydroslsctiric system to the incdustries of Manchuria., The
wrecedin; oconsideratioms, which are of direct comsern to Commmist
China, would aleo be in line with the general desire to further inter-

nationel uompariam by helping the North Koreans prolony their resist=
[ 19701 S

. The Chinese Communists probably ,;unmly fear an invasion of
canchuria despite the clear—cut definition of UN cojectiveas. 1The
roported evacuati:n «f industrial machinery and civilian porasonnsl
from takden could be the consaquence of such a fear although the
possibllity exists Liat tuis svacuaticn has been undertaken in an
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effort to antieipate possible Nhalﬂsory lc’t.ion by UN forces followe
ing Chincse Comnumist fwtervertion in Korea., The'S8uiho hydroelectric

 systes, with generstere located on the Karean side' of the Yalu River,

provides a large perd of South Hansimuria’s cledtricity and most of .

the power for the Port Arthur nsval base area. To date, the UN hes
smde no stateszent regsrding the diatributd.qn of -Sutho powsr after UN
foveos take possession, and Chinese Commmist apprehenision may have

‘bean insreased by the recent statem.nt of a South Korean gmarnl t.hat.
nnpmrtommhm;vmﬂ.dhmtofr.. : ‘
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