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. 't ' Sinai/ice of the'Republic 4/ Korea by the ?forth Korean Any was VIPs '-' :err,
doubtedli undertaken at Soviet direittion and Soviet material ettpport is . : - . ,*
=questionably being provided. The Soviet objective was tin elimination of

the lastromaining anticCotorsuniet bridgehead cas the sieinland of northern ,

:
Asia thereby undermining the position of the US sad the Western Powers ,,- ,
throUghout the Far Seats By choosing Korea as the area of attack, the USSR

-.t-

eas, able to challenge the US specifically and teit.the firtheas of US re-. -..-

..Distance to Communist orpassoicno . .
I

: . ...4 4.. . .. .
: . .

Bc;rth Korea has posseised the capabilities for attac -ing South Korea - . .

-for ease:tire, and the USSR has probably been amides plans for ouch en attack -

ever Sante the withdrawal of US ArCes tron Korea in 1949. This oithdranl
and aubseqmsnt US policy probably led the Kremlin to believe that the US had
'abandoned aoy intention og giving effective military esesport to South Korea
and that North Korean aggression could be undertaken:with wily a alight riek

.

of US intervention. The USSR probably itmther'estinated that, even in tho .

.. event of aush intervention,. it ;Quid readily Atrial= or otherelee lasalise
the conflict,

. .

. The timing of the invasion vas probably determined Primarily by ouch
i" recent indications of li=mand US interest in the Far East ea the develop-

ment of a policy for economic and military aid for. Southeast Asia.
.

The innap.t US coati= in ordering air and naval eupport of South ire& : 2--
i

, .

.

hae probably exceeded Soviet expectation*, mut the MSS is nay faced with a
.. strong possibility of global. an if it supporta -the Shalt Roreaa itlrasla1
- sufficiently to overture combined'US and South Korean resist:ace. It is still

.. eatimatad that the USSR is not yet preparod to risk .fullamcalo war with the
Nootern Powere and it 'is expected, therefore, that the USSR will neck to . .. ' .

.. lecalin the KOrean conflict, The USSR thn achieve this result by publialy H

die:lawns any responsibility for the invasion ends (1) secretly ordering
a north Noreen withdrawal to the 38th Parallel, and cessation o f hoetilitios;

..

(2) permitting the North Korean forces to be driven 'bask to the 38ih Parallel,
but probably continuing sufficient aid to maintain that position; or (3) pro.-
aiding support to North Korea short of open participation by Soviet farces in
an attempt to perpetuate the civil, war and maintain North Korean positions
Gouth of the.,38th Parallel. Because of the advantages al continuing WA/

Notes This mamorandua.bas not been coordinated with the intelligeace orgassi-
mations of the Dopartatts of State, Army, Navy, and the Alr Force.
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.end military disorder'in Koiei, the USSI mill probably adopt the third ale. '

* ternative... In tbe probable event that this attempt proves impossible, ths
Situation might yell develop into indocisiva and intermittent hostilities
stabilized atapproximately the 38th Parallel. Neanthile, the USSI1 will
camtinue,to provide substantial material aid to tbeltorth Koreans, includ-
ing irregulars recruited froa'Chinese Communists.end Soviet forces.

. .

-

...0.1though the MSS haealltsoze time been considering the advisabty'
,of aggressive =VIM in other areas of the world, there is no.conclusive
'evidence.to indicate the exactnature *Dr.timbal; of the coves being contem-'
:gated. :SoutheastAsia )(particularly Indochina), Tat, Yugoslavia, Green,

_Tend Berlin'offer the USSR the greatest opportunities for aggressive moves.
::Yee increased pressure. for osamsle, there is continuing evidence ofmilitary
: :;preparations in the NalLmne aimed at either Yugoalavia or Greece and several

' 1.roports have indicated that the Korean invasion.was'Oesigned in part, as.-
a diversicmazy actiottli comer am attack CC Forma.

'In ilea of the vigorous US reaction to the Korean 'situation:, however,
'It is not likely that the USSR will instigate surprise moves in any of these
.ereas until the Kremlin has had an opportonity'to study the implications of
'ibis reaction, particularly as to its effects w the possibility of glokal
.warfaroin tho ewe% ofieviot-inspired outbreaks elsewhere. Nevertheless,
-Commtniet activity in the Far East and elsewhere wiiroontinue =idyll." probably
ho intensified, but greater care will be taken to maintain the fiction that
,it le "indigenous."

,

Neenehile, the VSS11 hailreacted to the strongpi resolutions an the"
North Korean invasion hir branding ell action taken thus fur by the Security
Council as illegal and house not binding. The attack itself indicated

. continued Sovlet indifference to ending the boycott of the US and the tem..
por of non-ScrIMtnembere of the US will in turn erne it far more difficult

the GSSR to return.;
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