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L sUBJECT:  Hilitary Supplics for North Rorea

Prior to tha invasion of South Korea, ths llorth Korean Army was equipped
almost entirely with Sovict aquipront, end the resuoply of thesa forces sinco
June has becn almost exclusively from Soviet gources., Ths major part of the
petroloum products; militury equipmont, and aszunition new being supplisd by
tho USSR to RHerth Korsa is sent from the Vladivestok area, which probatly
serves &3 both an originating and transshipasnt point. Transport into Koiga
is by rail or sea through such northeast Korsan centers as Nujin and Chongjin,

. : ¢ .

. The materisl requirements of North Korean units are only a fraction of

- thoga of thz US, and ths transportation facilities aveilable to the North
Korsans, although damuged by U naval uand air cttacks, and ingcul?icicnt to

o permdt thz accumlatlion of rescrves, are still able with iaprovised arrange~-
rrents $o mecet the nceds of front-lino forces. Tha economy of tl rear areas,

" howmvor, has tesn severely straincd because of tha disruption of rail and.

© higievey rowici. :

‘The concontrations of rail traffic morth of Seoul appeoar to be largest

- on the east coast, indlcating thet a major part of tho svpplies entaring

Korea comas by watler fyrom thn Viadivostolt area or by rajl from tha USSR via tae
. arbin-Tumen linse  Coestal shipping appears particulerly hoavy on the eust
coast; on thy othar hand, through higlway traffic rorth of Ssoul appzars to

be heavier on the west cozst, '

Tha North Koreana huve adequate indigenous supplias of foodstuffs., Although
thy svoply of winter uniforms may bacome a groblem for the North Korcuns, minimel
requirenienta wlll probubly!ba mabt,  North Korez: produces no petrolewa, bud
POL supplics from the Soviet Union are adequatt. 'Ths rosupply of unit eguipnant,
which has been udequate to.dituy, will depend more on transportution uvailubility *
 within Korea than on the abllibty of the Sovict Union to replenish Horth Koreun
forcoc from stocks in the Soviot Far Cust and Henchuria. Tho supply of ammuniticn
to tliz North Koreuns appears adeguiato $o support the present lavel of operatlzns,
but 4% is unlikoly thab signlficsnt amaunition reserves are boing built up
primarily boC2Usé of transportation difficultics in the forward arpas,

.

NOTE: 'Thia pemorandum hus not been esordinated with tlﬁ intelliponee organizaticns
of ths Dopartments of State, Army, Navy, and the Air lForecas.
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Y. uver-3ll sepply nositior of tha Horth Koraan a@r.;'
. At n ‘

The People's Army of North Koras was originally equipped with swerendersd
und capiurcd Jepaness matoriol. The indiiel oupply of Soviod arms and ccuip-
nent probably cawe frem tho stocks of tha Sovioet occunation wnits. Tha VSSR
raportedly egrend to equip cix divisions and soven "pouco pressrvation” vaits
totwoon 20 Hay 1949 and 20 Lay 1950. In addidion, thora bas probably been'a
substentizl flex of Soviet equipmant during 1950, -

Repupply of watverial sirce 25 Juns 1950 proovsbly has cone alrmost SXCALOlvaly
" from the USSR, Tho large steckpilan of war materials that ware ostabliensy with-
in the Maritime ifilitary Distiict of tho USSH in preparation for operaticns againct
Japanase forces. in uanchuria in 1945 prebably’ represent an iunortant sowrce for
th> continuing resupnly of the Rorth Korean Arcy. In a2ddilion, duvring the
. prstonr  period, matericl dvamps have undovbitedly been built up by the USSR
. 4 Worth Korea ond Manchurin, as vell as in tha Soviet Far East, '

- Truck convoys have recently been ronorted moving from Hanchuria into
Roreas An additicnal indleation of logistie support from the Dairen or
Antung arezs is $hs Parge activity observed on the Kore@n wast coast. It
is possiblo that Soviet matoriel invended for the Chinose has boon diverted
- Yo the North Koreansa, ' -

£ —— e .

L. 2 Trangportation and eupialy vrobloxa,

The daily supply requirement of the average North Korean comhat divicion
‘ara beligved to totzl only aboub 70 tons, According to North Norsan logistic
planaing tables, the tonnage which must ba pub down in forvard arses by lorth
Korean supply and transport agencics is probably only abouf orz-tenth of the
US loglatic requiremsnt. : ' _ .

Desplte the extrems vuinsrebility of Koresn transport facilities to sitaclk
bacauge of the large mmber of bridges and tunnals, thoir over-oll eapacity
i atill considzrubly greater than ths enomy's reletively smzll supply ree
,Quirenents. Th: extraordibury ability of the North Kereans to overcozs dise
rustion of the tramsportation network s enhanced by their capacity %o isorovias
transport over short lines:of commumication through ths exploitation of thair
.larga manpower resources. ° o ‘

T P,
.

: Supplies are being moved from North Korea to forward arsac by 211 aveilable
means. aorial vecommalssance has revealed that the graatest 123l traffic is
on tho east coast line, rwining from ths Korean-l‘anchutinn~Soviot bordor area
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. After delivery, these trucks will undoubtedly remain in Horth Korea. Trucks

o 4 Lo

through the mijor eust coist Korean vorts to fonsan and thonce ucross tc

Scoul. This suggosts thet Soviet logistic support is boinz provided in quantity
oither by wuter from tho Vladivostok-area to Horth Korcan perts for trani-
saipment by rail, or by rail from the USSR or ilanchuria via tho Harbin-Tumon
lire. Consideruble tralfic, but in lesser voluwe, ha3 also bsen observed on

thy weet coust rail line from SinuiJa on the ianchurian boxder to Pyomgyang

-and Seovl. OSoma of this west coast traffic may originate in Central Siberiz

or gestern USSR. South of Saoul, rail traffic his bsen sporadic, moving largely
at night, and through rail traffic his probably not baen possible in recent
woehs owring to the substantial number of bridges dumaged or destroyed. Sagments
of the two main rail 1lines in South Korea are probubly still in operation, how-
ever, utllizing whatever equipmont and repuir facilitios are uvailable in ths
areas batrvoen desstruyed bx'-:ldgen. :

The tulk of ths through North Korsan tzuck traffic observed recently has
boen moving along the west coast. Several large truck convoys have been
obsorved moving southrard between tha Hanchurizn-Xorean bordor and Pyorgyang.

are also belioved to be used extensively for tha trunsshipment of suppliass
from railheads to those forward areus where rail lines are either nonwsxistent
or inoperable, Truck movencnts are being suwoplemented on a fairly large

ocale by the use of human caravins and by anirul-drawn caris and vahicles,

North Korean shipping operations huve bzan observed boih north and south
of ths 38th Parallel and have beon on a fairly large scale on both coaats,
particularly the sastern coast where there are several Korean porta cles»s to
Vladivostok which ure not subject Lo the UN blockade. "Traffic consists largsly
of a varioty of small craft which move southwurd slong the coast, prim.rily
at night, wsing small harbars, inlets, and islunds as staging points and

transshiprent centers. A fow larger vessels of unidsntified nationality have .
also engaged in this traffic. ' .

3. Categorie. of supply.’

3

2. Food. R

Tha daily ration for front line Nurth Koran troops is estimated at .
leas than 1 pound per man. © The actual supply of food within the area presently
occupled by North Korean forces is more than adequate to supply ths over-all
negds ol an aray of 200,002 for an extended campbaipgn of a ysar or morts Thie
is predicated on North Korean ability to hold and harvest the rich grain crops
now paturing in southaestern Korean Additional foodstulfs are availlable from
tho sizeable Korean {ish catch und from vegetuble crops.

[l s Ao 4
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b, clothm«-,.

North Korcan inporta from the USSR, combined with stockpiling of
miforns and further restrictions upon eivilian uso, will pirovide tho
inirum noeds of the armed forcos for cotton toxiilcs. The provision of
wintor uniforma will proscnt a sore sorious probicm, altioush the minimal
vinter elothing requircuonts vwill prob..a_y bo not,

_C_o Paotrolonn Pmduc‘l..s » ' . -

It is octinatod thab the Nort.h Forean Arrx, presently recuires 16
tons of POL products per division daily. North Kdreon indigencus POL ro-
sources are rractically nil. A large rofinery in Vonsan, built to prozess
3% million barrels of crude oil wnwelly, and & large petroleun storsze J
" arca north of fiontan have beor reporiod almoat totally destroyoed.

The support of tho North Korcan forces with potroleun products
nrobably -would constituto only a small drain on stocks in tho Sovlioi Far
Last and 4s a question of transportation rather than availzbility within
the Ordit, ) o _ . _ !

Althouzh a fer: tankers havo been observed :Ln ucstorn Korean
vwaters, tho considerable nirdbor of railvay tank cara observed aleng the east
coact line in Korea sugposts that pebrcleum supplies are primarily trans-
ported in snmallor vessels froem Vladivosiolk to northeasterty Koroan ports not
subjoct to the UIl blockade, and thence translocded for roverent southward by
- railvay tanic cars and finglly in smaller containers by truck,

d. Unit Fquipmesd.

The quantitics of corbat eguirront oxpondod by the North Korean
arry during the past 10 vecks is an alnost cortain indioation tiat ordnones .
is boang surilicd onla continuing basis from sources outside Korea. Inbel-
ligence roports do not indicate pro-invasion stocl:piling of unit oquirmont
of o rmagnitude requirod to suwport current oporations. (There have been i
confirmed roports of now tiucks captured with specdonvter roodings of only
200-3C0 lm.) fctimates indicato that stocls of raterdcl in Sovict territory !
close to Korea are sufficicntly largo to mermdt rosupily of the People's
Arrty, but thore has beon no intellironce to indicato tho amotnis involved,
or thoe transport usod. It is concluded, houever, that llorth Korean unit.
oquipmont resuprly, il petrolewa rosupply, debehds uron liorth oracn
ability to koep open and iwin*ain adeguato transport to the zone of conbat,
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e, foamition, .

Tho lorth Loreans, clthcuzh alla 4o produce limited cumntitios of
Soviot-typo armn, hand cronsdos, rortor arrmnition, and poscibly ertiliory
shells, are largoly dopendent wnon the USSit for their armmnition suprly.
Alr attacls have undoubtedly inercased this dopendsnce, In the eiprouches
to Inchon Herbor, 200 pound magnctic type rdnes, an iten aot nonuiactwrable
in Koroa, have boen rejorted, It apnecrs lil:ely that tho relatively lou
lovel of Ilerth Korean aypunition requirerents will cnﬁ:t.:ixme to be net,
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